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eight each year I have stuck to the one
presented by the Clerk and the staff-,and
I use it all the time.

'to you, Mr. President, and to Mrs.
Diver, and to all those enbmeratied by the
Leader of the H-ouse I extend the compli-
tents of the season.

THE PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver) [8.18 p.mn.): Before putting the
question I take this opportunity to thank
the Leader of the House, the Leader of
the Opposition, and Mr. Logan, for their
expressions of good wishes for the festive
season. With a broad brush bn a large
canvas, but without enumerating all -those
mentioned by the Leader of the House, I
endorse his remarks. The exception I
make is to refer to the Joint House Com-
mittee of which I have had the honour to
be the Chairman for many years. I take
this opportunity of thanking all the
members of that committee for their loyal
service during the past year.

Finally I wish all members, their wives,
and families, all the best for the festive
season; and may they have a prosperous
new year.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 6.20 p.m.

Friday, the 10th December, 1971

The SPEAKER (Mr. Norton) took the
Chair at 11.30 a.., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-I[N-REPLY

Acknowledgement of Presentation to
Governor

THE SPEAKER (Mr. Norton): I desire
to announce that, accompanied by the
member for Toodysy (Mr. Moiler) and the
member for Merredin-Yilgarn. (Mr.
Brown), I attended upon His Excellency
the Governor and Presented the Address-
in-Reply to His Excellency's Speech at the
opening of Parliament. His Excellency
has been pleased to reply in the following
terms:-

Mr. Speaker and Members of the
Legislative Assembly: I thank you for
your expressions of loyalty to Her
Most Gracious Majesty the Queen,
and for your Address-in-Reply to the
Speech with which I opened Parlia-
ment.

APPROPRIATION BILL
(CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)

In Committee
Resumed from the 9th December. The

Chairman of Committees (Mr. Bateman)
In the Chair; Mr. T. D. Evans (Minister
for Education) in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMANJ: Pr~ogress was, reported
on Division 33, Public Works and Bulldw
hugs, $13,891,000.

Vote Put and Passed.
Vo~em-Harbour and Light and Jetties.

$1,875,000-put and passed.
Part 9: Minister for Lands, Agriculture

and Immigration-

MR. MePHARLIN (Mt. Marshall)-
111.35 am.]: This Part covers agriculture,.
and I think it is appropriate at this Point.
to comment upon some aspects of agri-
culture in Western Australia. It is such a.
wide field that one could go on talking
for hours about many of the departmen~ts
connected with agriculture. This is, of
course, a very' important portfolio held by
the Minister, covering the wheat industry,.
the cereal industry, the dairying industry.
the fruit-growing industry, the beekeeping
industry, and all the other industries
associated with agriculture generally. It Is
one of the most Important portfolios in
any Government; one that has to be ad-
ministered with a great deal of care and
attention, and, no matter which Minister.
is in charge of It he will never be able to
satisfy everybody, although farmers..
generally, are fairly easy fellows to get on
with and quite compatible in their attitude
and thinking.

Mr. Graham: It Is not the farmers, but
their representatives, very often, who are
not easy to get on with.

Mr. McPHARLIN: Nevertheless I want
to make a few comments on some aspects
of the wheat industry which, in the past
few years, has met with serious difficulties.
During one year we witnessed tremendous
production and every State had a record
harvest. As a result, we had such a tre-
mendous surplus of wheat that something
had to be done to control Its production.
This brought about the introduction of
wheat quotas throughout the Common-
wealth.

As members are aware, the sale of wheat
overseas is controlled, to a point, by the
International Grains Arrangement. This
concerns a number of grain-growing
countries which agree on certain aspects of
the marketing of grain. This does offer
protection to each of the contributing
countries. Within Australia, of course, we
have our own domestic stabilisation
scheme and, to a point, this gives protec-
tion to the growers within the country.
Recently, however, there was a breakdown
in the International Grains Arrangement
and some fears were held that the
arrangement would not continue as it was
and some chaos could be created.

On the 12th October, 1971, a headline
in the Press indicated that a new plan
had been agreed to. The report published
in The West Australian stated that a Wes-
tern Australian member of the Australian
Wheat Board, Mr. McDougall, bad said
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an agreement had been made to work to-
gether on a voluntary basis to seek some
stability in world wheat trading. Further
on in this newspaper report the following
appears:-

IHe said that this agreement was
reached at a meeting of representa-
tives of the three countries in Mel-
bourne last week.

Since the end of the International
Grains Arrangement last June, fears
have been expressed that chaos could
develop in world wheat marketing.

In its place an international wheat
agreement has retained only an
administrative authority with no dis-
ciplines or obligations relating to such
things as prices.

So this created more fear in the minds of
growers that if we are to revert to open
sales on the world markets, because Aus-
tralia's production of wheat does not re-
present a great percentage on the world
markets, we could be disregarded and the
industry could meet with serious setbacks.

Realising this, the wheatgrowers of Aus-
tralia accepted the wheat quota plan,
Initiated after considerable argument, of
course: several of the arguments being
that the quotas being applied would not
reduce production.

To indicate the trend I intend to quote
from the Statistical Bulletin of the Wheat
industry, No. 118, for the 1969-70 and
1970-71 seasons. It is issued by the Com-
monwealth Bureau of Census and Statis-
tics, and reveals some very interesting
figures. In 1968-69, the total area sown
to wheat in Australia was 27,242,000 acres,
and Western Australia's share of that was
'7,337.000 acres. In 1969-70 the Australian
total was 24,057,000 acres of which Wes-
tern. Australia's share was 6,925,000; while
in 1970-71, the Australian total was
15,202,000 of which Western Australia's
share was 6,391,000.

Those figures indicate that between
1968-69 and 1969-70 Western Australia's
acreage had dropped by 412,000 acres, and
between 1969-70 and 1970-71 it had drop-
ped a further 534,000 acres. This clearly
reveals that the wheatgrowers themselves
-accepted the responsibility and realised
the difficulties. They took Positive action
concerning the overproduction which was
affecting the industry.

It appeared a great carry-over would
-exist, although no-one should criticise the
board because it has done a tremendous
lob over the years. However, because of
the large surplus, criticism was levelled
at the board to the effect that it was not
doing its best to obtain the necessary
sales and therefore some action should be
taken to Promote sales overseas. The stage
was reached where the China sales were
not being carried forward. The orders, in
the vicinity of, I think. 100,000,000 bushels,
were not being renegotiated and the board
had not been active enough in this regard.

Some members of the Federal Parliament
were very strong in their criticism of. tflq
board- and eventually a group of them
visited China and talked to the represen-
tatives there. However, their action has
not resulted in a renegotiation of the
sales. I have here a cutting from Th~e
West Australian of the 4th December,
1971 which reads-

CHIINA WHEAT SALES "KILLED BY
POLITICS"

Political Jockeying had killed the
Wheat Board's efforts to capture the
China market, the board's retiring
chairman, Dr. Allan Callaghan, said
today.

Mr. Gayfer: That was said on the eve
of his retirement.

Mr. MCPHAHLIN: Yes. He blamed poll,-
tical interference for delaying the sales of
wheat to China. I know the Wheat Board
still hopes to obtain those sales; but poli-
tical interference has been blamed and this
is something which should not take place
at all, particularly in view of the very good
record of the Australian Wheat Board
over the years.

I could deal with many other aspects of
agriculture. We all know the wool indus-
try has been in serious trouble and that
It has, in fact, been the subject of some
debate this session. I do not want to
cover the same ground, because I believe
members are conscious of the difficulties
facing that industry. We know wool
prices have dropped drastically over the
last few years and that a tremendous up-
surge has occurred in the production of
meat animals. This applies to both sheep
and lambs and also other forms of meat.
The pig numbers are increasing rapidly
in many country areas. The chicken meat
industry is also developing rapidly and I
would say without hesitation that that
industry must have had Its impact on other
meats on the market for human consump-
tion. I am sure this IS also a contributing
factor to the lower prices being obtained
for other meats.

Over the last three years the wool price
has dropped by between 30 and 40 per
cent. with the result that farmers have
diversified into other forms of production,
particularly meat production to which I
have referred. The wool price has caused
a great deal of concern and, after discus-
sion with those engaged in all facets of
the wool industry, the Federal Government
recommended that assistance be given and
evolved a plan of deficiency payments to
give growers a price which would, the
Government hoped, keep the growers viable
and overcome some of their troubles.

My colleague, the member for Avon, just
reminded me that the guarantee for the
wool Price was due to the insistence of and
constant pressures by members of my own
party in the Federal Parliament. They
were adamant on this in an endeavour to

I;
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keep the population in the country areas.
It is as a result of their efforts that the
assistance has been given in the form of
deficiency payments or cost compensation.

The Federal Government has been sym-
pathetic on this matter. The rural re-
construction scheme has also been put into
operation, and perhaps the Miister for
Agriculture, when replying to the debate,
will elaborate on this subject a little more
and tell us how the rural reconstruction
scheme is Progressing. I believe the au-
thority is endeavouring to do its very best.

* Mr. H. D. Evans: Not endeavouring-it
is!

Mr. McPHARLIN: Is there a slight dif-
ference between the two? I will accept
that. I do hope the Minister will give some
details as to how the scheme is operating
so that interested members might be able
to divulge the information to those in their
electorates.

I1 could go on for many hours on other
aspects of agriculture, I could talk about
the dairy industry and the apple and pear
industry. Unfortunately, the member for
Blackwood is unable to be here today, but
he did desire to speak on certain aspects of
the fruit industry which Is so vital to his
electorate. However, I will not attempt
to take his place. Also my leader is un-
fortunately not here, although I anticipate
he will be back today. I know he would
like to speak on agriculture generally.

Many aspects of agriculture require at-
tention-for example, soil conservation,
vermin control, water supplies, and so on-
but I do not 'wish to delay the Chamber by
referring to them all today. However, I
do hope the Minister, when replying, will
elaborate on those aspects of the industry
to which I have referred.

MR. 1. WV. MANNING (Wellington)
111.50 am.]: I am interested in the
brucellosis testing campaign in progress in
the south-west at the present time and, in
particular, the compensation payments
made under the Cattle Industry Compen-
sation Act..

I have asked the Minister a few questions
on this subject and he has indicated to
me that the campaign is in progress and
many herds have been tested. Comnpensa-
tion has been paid to a number of appli-
cants and several applications for comn-
pensation are outstanding.

I have done some checking on this as-
pect and, as far as I can ascertain, the
payment of compensation from the point
of view of the Department of Agriculture
has been running smoothly and success-
fully. However, repeatedly I am receiving
complaints from farmers who say their
applications for compensation have been
held up. In some instances this has caused
them financial distress.

Under the Cattle Industry Compensation
Act brucellosis, along with tuberculosis and
one or two other diseases, can be compen-
sated. In fact, brucellosis and tuber-
culosis arc the major diseases for which
compensation is paid.

I do not know of many Instances of
compensation being paid for brucellosis
under the Cattle Industry Compensation
Act prior to the testing campaign being
undertaken. Generally, the request of the
farmers has been that payment of com-
pensation for brucellosis should be similar
to payment for compensation for tubeP
culosis because the latter is paid quite
readily under the Act. This Is 'what the
farmers seek.

It is readily understood that if a dairy
farmer is required to cull stock from a
large dairy herd because they have reacted
to the brucellosis test it can be a costly
business for him to replace his cattle with
other animals.

I seek some comments from the Minister
as to whether or not there is any reason
for hold-ups in the payment of compensa-
tion. The cattle compensation fund is very
strong. Over the years a considerable
amount of money has been paid into it.
Item 13 makes provision for the State conk-
tribution to the fhlnd.

I make the Point that the brucellosis
testing campaign is important and has
been very successful. Large numbers of
cattle have been tested to date. This has
involved many farmers. As a result of
the price of dairy cattle and the fact that
the fund is designed to assist people where
assistance is required, there needs to be
some explanation as to why money is nob
readily forthcoming to compensate farm-
ers who have made application to the
fund.

Another aspect on which I1 want to touch
concerns vaccination. It is stated in the
Cattle Industry Compensation Act that
vaccination of cattle against brucellosis
can be a charge against the fund. I do
not know of any instances where the fund
has Paid the cost of vaccination. AUl
farmers whose female animals have been
vaccinated under the brucellosis vaccina-
tion scheme have been sent accounts for
the cost of that vaccination.

Perhaps the Minister could comment on
that aspect. No great cost is involved,
but as cattle are vaccinated regularly,
regular accounts are sent out to all far-
mers. I know from my own experience
that no great sum of money is involved
because the accounts I have received are
quite small. Of course, it would depend on
the number of cattle being vaccinated. I1
am interested and have raised the point
because the Cattle Industry Compensation
Act states that the fund may pay the cost
of vaccination.
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Those are the only two matters I wish
to mention. I have done so because of
the repeated requests to me to inquire into
the reasons for hold-ups in the payment of
compensation. I shall be interested to hear
the Minister's comments on these matters.

MR. RUSHTON (Dale) 111.57 a.m.1:
The question I wish to ask the Minister
relates to Point Peron, a subject on which
I have asked many questions previously.
It appears from answers given to me the
Government acted on a submission from
a lessees' representative on the Greater
Peron Development Committee. I am
interested to know whether the Greater
Peron Development Committee has made
a submission or whether it was made by
Mr. A. Powell. which lessee organisation
does Mr. A. Powell represent? I know he
is a lessees' representative on the Greater
Peron Development Committee but I want
to know what Organisation he is a member
of.

Some time ago when questions were
being asked on this subject the Press took
it Up-quite reasonably so-and we saw
such headlines as, "A larger part of the
Peninsula area available" and "Bigger
part of Peron land for public use." This
is not true; in fact, it is quite false. We
all remember some of the editorials in the
Press when the previous Government took.
action in connection with Point Peron.
One of the headlines was, "Why tell the
public?" Perhaps an appropriate headline
now would be, "Why tell the public false
stories?"

If we sift the facts we realise someone
has made a submission to the Minister for
Lands and, through that Minister, the
Government intends certain changes at
Point Peron. In the past statements
were made to the effect that the Public
Works Department had available a cer-
tain reserve on the peninsula. That re-
serve is still there and I am told the same
position applies. Social organisations
have a certain area but the real difference
is that the pat we thought would be
available for the general public will not
now be available. We have heard from
the Government that entry roads will ex-
tend to the beach but the plain fact re-
mains that the area which was previously
proposed to be available for the general
public will not be available.

I would also like to point out that the
Government is apparently prepared to
bypass the local authority, the organisa-
tion: which is responsible for administer-
ing these areas. The Government is pre-
pared to ride rough-shod over the local
authority. it is not prepared to extend
the courtesy of discussing the issue. This
is not good enough. No final decision
should be made until the Minister for
Lands has heard the deputation from the
shire, and listened to its submissions.

I would' like to compare tbis situation.
with the Commonwealth's attitude over
the Darwin shipping run. I would askt
the Minister for Lands to make no final
decision until he has received the deputa-
tion and given it a good hearing regarding
local administration.

Point Peron is vital to the future of this
whole area. Certain plans have already
been drawn up. The Metropolitan Region
Planning Authority had made the recom-
mendation that certain of these lessees
should be phased out by a certain time
so that the land would be available for
public use. Unfortunately, this information
has been conveyed to the public in a
confused way- I do not say this was done
with deliberate intent: it was the way
the words were used. The public is under
the impression that a bigger part of Point
Peron land has been made available for
public use at the present time. This is
not SO.

When I put a further question to the
Minister he replied that that was not the
statement, but unfortunately it has been
publiolsed. in the manner I referred to.
The local people are not happy with the
situation but the general public accepted
the statements and the Government re-
ceived credit for something it did not
deserve.

I ask the Minister: To what organi'sa-
tion does Mr. A. Powell belong? Was his
submission the only one received? Is it
a fact that the Greater Peron Develop-
ment Cuaimittee did not make a sub-
mjission? Finally, will the Mlinister delay
his decision until he has heard the depu-
tation from the Shire of Rockinghamn?

MR. STEPHENS (Stirling) (12.03 pm.]:
I would like to direct a few words to the
Mtinister for Lands regarding the war ser-
vice land settlers. There is only a small
body of men left, but it appears nobody
wants to own them. If one makes repre-
sentation on their behalf to the State, the
State says it Is a Federal matter because
it is acting as an agent for the Federal
authority. if an approach Is made to the
Federal authority, it says the State is res-
ponsible for the administration of the war
service land settlement scheme. A certain
amount of buck-passing is going on and
the problem of the settlers is not receiving
attention.

Many of the settlers are facing Increas-
Ing financial difficulties, and I refer mainly
to the settlers in the project areas. Under
the land settlement scheme there are really
two groups. The first settlers were fortun-
ate and were placed on old-established
farms. In the main these were well-devel-
oped and highly productive farms. These
settlers also received the benefits of high
prices for agricultural products. They
were soon well established and had ndo
problems.
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The project settlers can be further
divded Into two categories and the early
arrivals had the advantage of a few years
of reasonably good prices which helped
them to meet their commitments. In most
instances these settlers are reasonably
well established. However, the settlers who
were granted properties late in the piece
had only a year or two before the rural
recession and are now in serious difficult-
ies.

-1 state quite definitely that the difficul-
ties are not all of their own making. Some
of the problems are caused by poor plan-
ning decisions. in the first instance. I do
not blame the planners entirely, but often
these settlers were given properties of
600 or 700 acres which were barely viable
at the time. Of course, with the drop in
prices they are no longer viable.

-The settlers 'who were unfortunate
enough to receive these allocations were
In trouble before they started. The first
Year or two was an assessment period and
most of the managerial decisions were
made for them. I suggest some of these
decisions were bad and the settler now has
to bear the consequences, I would like to
give members examples of decisions which
cost the settlers money.

One settler in the area had a vast
amount of surplus feed. I visited this
property and I told him he was wasting
more feed than many farmers had at their
disposal, He realised this but he told me
he was in an assessment period and he
was carrying as much stock as he was
lkrmitted. Hle said he did not wish to go to
the stock firms as it was illegal to make
arrangements on the side. However, I am
a'land settler myself and the two of us
decided to initiate a venture which netted
£1,000 in nine months. If this settler bad
been allowed to use his own judgment
he-would have had more money javailable
to meet his high commitments. His debts
would have been paid off earlier-perhaps
before the rural recession.
- 'Another example I would like to give is
of -a settler west of Mt. Barker who had
'Yarloop clover on his property. it is recog-
nised that this clover causes infertility In
sheep and he was 'producing very few
lambs. He pleaded with the supervisor to
be allowed to run cattle but: permission wi
noat granted for two or three years, during
Which time he lost a considerable amount
of money. Eventually the supervisor re-
lented and some of this settler's Problems
have been overcame-
-"It has also been argued that some of the
Present Problems are self-inflicted because
of the personal equation -and bad manage-
ment. I am prepared to concede this may
be the'case in a few instances. However,
-I 'would -like to point out. that before the
settlers were allocated properties they
were screened by a selection board. In
most instances they received instruction
at a farm. school. It is apparent -that If

there 'was, a fault it was a fault in the
screening;, rather than a fault In the per-
sonal equation.

I would like to point out those 'who are
In difficulties are mostly those settlers
'who arrived late and the project settlers
who are in arrears with their payments. I
wrote to the Minister for Agriculture on
the 12th October. My letter reads as fol-
lows:-

I understand that at the 30th Sep-
tember, 1970 there were 554 settlers
who were still the responsibility of the
R. & I. Bank and that of these, 233
are in "Project" areas which would
leave 321 in non project areas,

Could you please advise how many
settlers in each of the above categories
were in arrears at the 30th September,
1970, and again at the 30th June, 1971.

1 repeat- My idea in seeking this Informa-
tion was to try to establish the fact that
most of the land settlers who were in dif-
ficulties were in project areas. I received
a reply from the Minister dated the 12th
October. After acknowledging my letter,
he went on to say-

W.S.L.S. accounts were not neces-
sarily identified as "Project" or "Non-
Project" when they were transferred
to the Rtural and Industries Bank nor
has it been deemed necessary to keep
such statistics.

Therefore, whilst you quote correctly
the number of accounts at 30th Sep-
tember, 1970 as 554 the Bank is not
able to confirm your breakup.

The letter goes on to provide further in-
formation which is not pertinent to my
argument. I have with rue a document
'which I suppose could be regarded as con-
fidential. I wish to state definitely that
this document was not passed on to me
by any member of the Public Service or
any politician. It is dated the 14th Sep-
tember-and bear in mind that my letter
referred to the 30th September, 1970-and
in part it states--

The Bank is currently responsible
for 554 settlers of whom 233 are In
"project" areas.

The document is signed by Mr. Chessell;
so somebody tried to pull the wool over
someone's eyes when it was stated that no
breakup had been made of the project and
nonproject areas, Of course, the Idea of
war service land settlement is to re-estab-
lish servicemen. The bank claims that It
does not farce settlers off their properties,
but merely suggests that they voluntarily
sell their properties -which suggestion Is
usually accompanied with a refusal to
grant working capital. I would like to quote
again from a further letter the Minister
wrote to me wheti I made representation
on behalf of one of these unfortunate set-.
tlers. In part, the letter states-

I understand that in 1968 it was, in
fact, recommended that he voluntarily
dispose of his farm during 1969.
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I put it to you. Mr. Chairman, that the
idea was to re-establish these farmers, not
to put them on farms and then recommend
that they sell. I feel this situation is quite
unfair to the settlers. The fact that the
scheme has failed to a degree is borne out
by these figures from project areas: In the
Frankland area a total of 32 settlers were
established, but at the time of receiving
these figures-February, 1970-.only 19 re-
mained. In the flenbarker area there were
originally 38 settlers, but today only 19
remain. With regard to the Perillup area
there were 10 settlers originally, and 14
later settlers, making a total of 24. Only
14 of those remain today. Originally 59
People settled in the Rocky Gully area, but
only 32 remain today.

I would like to put It to the Minister for
Lands that an effort should be made to
assist the settlers who are holding on at
the moment. I1 know most of them are In
serious financial difficulties. I realise it
may be argued that the debts of those set-
tlers virtually equal their assets; in other
words they have no equity in their pro-
perties. However, I feel that a great deal
*of the problem has not been brought about
by the action of the settlers, but rather
as a result of decisions imposed on them
from above. For that reason I think they
should be given every consideration and
some Plan should be devised so that these
settlers-most of them ex-servicemen in
their 50s and 60s-will not be forced to
leave their properties.

Mr. Gayfer: What happens to the pro-
perties when they leave them?

Mr. STEPHENS: At the moment nothing
much. Very few properties are being sold.'Some settlers are living on their properties
virtually as caretakers.

Mr. Gayfer: Are they leasing them?

Mr. STEPHENS: No. they are living a
hard-to-mouth existence. If they are
forced to sell there will be nothing they
can do. They have no equity in their
properties, and they will be left with
nothing. Most are too old to take on other
jobs, and too Young to receive the old-age
pension. Therefore. I ask that an en-
-deavour be made to assist these settlers.
The number involved may be only 200 or
300, but that does not alter the fact that
their Plight is serious and they are in need.
and deserving of assistance.

MR. WV. A. MANNING (Narrogin) [12.16
P.m.): Mr. Chairman, we- are all rather
concerned at the Prices received for stock
owing to the difficulties in the meat in-
dustfy at the present time. We have been
told that efforts are being made to over-
come this problem by the establishment
of abattoirs. No doubt the Minister for
xAgriculture is deeply conrierned about the
present trends.. I think it. is necessary to
establish abattoirs and markets.

However, we do not wish to see farmers
misled into impossible ventures by mis-
statements. I raise this question merely to
comment on an advertisement which
appeared in The West Australian on Mon-
day last. In part, the advertisement
stated-

Overseas markets will be developed
and expanded and already big con-
tracts have been made with Russia,
Canada and the Middle East countries.

That appeared in an advertisement for the
proposed T.L.C.-U.F.G.A. co-operative meat
sales organisation. I mentioned this Pre-
viously, and it resulted in a few interjec-
tions being made. Evidently I got through
to those concerned because this morning a
very small advertisement appeared in
The West Australian. Members can see
the size of the advertisement I am holding
up.

Mr. Jamieson: That is not small.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: It is when com-
pared with the other.

Mr. Jamieson: It is about one-fifth of
the size of the original.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: The secon~d lad-
vertisement is to correct the first, and it
reads as follows:- q

We wish to apologise for our error
in the advertisement which appeared
in The West Australian on Sat. Dec.
4 and Mon. Dec. 6. The line relating
to "big contracts' having been made
should read "big contacts have been
made."

What is a "big contact"? Obviously 'the
words 'big contracts" were intended in the
first Place: there was no misprint. ,The
organisations could not say that the word
"big" was a misprint: so now they have
to say that it should have read, "big con-
tacts." What is the meaning of the
words. 'big contacts have been mnade with
Russia. Canada. and the Middle East
countries"?

Mr. Court: They bumped into a moun-
tain!

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I think the co r-
rection shows up the organisations more
than the original advertisement did. The
fact remains that the original advertise-
ment has been widely circulated, and the
smaller advertisement is supposed to cor-
rect it: but what about the people who have
been misled? Are we to allow them to re-
main misled?

We are anxious for markets, and we are
anxious that the price received for stock
should rise, but we do not want the people
to be led into tragedies:, and misstate-
ments such as this are certainly doing that.
If big contracts were made with Russia
Canada. and the Middle East countries
they would be worth. a tremendous amount.
However, contracts cannot be entered into
Yet because the organisation has not beeni
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formed. If there were contracts they could
not be signed. Now the organizations con-
cerned have denied that they have made
contracts; they have merely made "big
contacts.' They are only contacts. This
was similar to what the Minister and the
member for Moore mentioned. On the 8th
December the member for Moore asked
'the Minister for Agriculture the following
question:-

If a company has not been formed,
by whom in this State have big con-
tracts been made with Russia, Canada,
and the Middle East countries?

The reply of the Minister wa--
Only preliminary contacts have been

made with possible importing coun-
tries. No contracts have been made.*Mr. Williams: Maybe the Minister did

not have his right glasses on!
Mr. W. A. MANNING: Hie set out the

facts, but the others did not. He tried to
correct the position. I wonder how he got
the message! it may be that as a result
of one or two interiections made the other
evening the position was indicated to him,
The Minister should be most concerned
about this matter. It is no good misleading
us into believing in something which does
not exist. The position would be different
if there were contracts with those coun-
tries.

SIf there are contracts I ask: What is
the magnitude of those contracts? What
do they cover-beef, mutton, or lamb? If
contracts exist this information must be
available; but if there are only contacts
then only one or two letters might have
been written. The writing of one letter
would constitute a contact. I do not know
what is meant by a "big contact," and I
hope the Minister will be able to tell us.

MR. H. D. EVANS (War ren-Minister
for Agriculture) (12.22 p.m.]: A number of
points were raised in this debate, and It
is incumbent on me to reply to them. In
the main, the tone of the debate was quite
cordial and acceptable, and the various
speakers revealed quite a strong grasp of
the problems they raised.

The member for Mt. Marshall mentioned
the difficult situation which exists In the
agricultural areas. I would like to Indicate

to him that we are very conversant and
concerned with this situation, and our en-
deavours to alleviate the problems which
exist in the rural industry are worthy of
commendation. These endeavours will be
continued,

I would draw attention to the legislative
programme we have introduced. It is5 quite
a substantial one, having regard for the
limited time since this Government was
elected, The legislative programme would
have been larger had it not been for the
prorogation of Parliament. I draw atten-
Uon to legislative amendments such as the
remission of pastoral lease rentals, either

in whole or in part, on economic rounds,
and the relief from Pastoral rentals where
fire is the cause of the situation invoked
upon the pastoralists.

I would point to the fact that we have
made timber royalties available to the
farmers in all circumstances, and this pro-
posal will become operative at the end of
January. We have amended the Abattoirs
Act to enable the Midland Junction
Abattoir Board to enter into trading in its
own right. if this does nothing else it will
bring into the field an important com-
petitor which should reflect In higher
prices, and also, without a shadow of doubt.
will indicate the levels of margins that are
available in the various markets.

There is also the legislation to set up a
statutory lamrb marketing authority. This
has now been passed by both Houses and
awaits proclamation. A rural reconstruc-
tion authority has been constituted. At the
time special measures were taken to en-
sure that the operation of the authority
and the Implementation of a Common-
wealth agreement could proceed without
any unnecessary delay.

There has been an amendment to the
marketing of Linseed Act, and this Bill
concluded its Passage through Parliament
last night. Those are the legislative
measures which have been introduced by
this Government. Other proposals have
been proceeded with or will be proceeded
with early next year. I refer to such pro-
posals as the establishment of a single
dairy authority; fruit-fly control; the pos-
sibility of setting up an apple marketing
authority, or at least a rectification of the
existing situation. The member for Black-
wood is involved in the apple marketing
authority, and on this I will have more to
say later on. There is the possibility of a
statutory meat marketing authority com-
ing into existence in the near future, and
in this respect we will endeavour to intro-
duce legislation.

Other measures have been taken in the
field of rural communities, and I can point
to special loans that were made available
earlier this year to enable crop plantings
against crop liens to proceed. A restriction
was imposed on stock numbers at the Mid-
land Junction Abattoir in an endeavour to
improve the situation that arose from a
flood of stock being marketed, which re-
sulted in a corresponding depreciation in
prices.

Veterinary practices have been subsi-
dised and the Government's component
towards the subsidy has been more than
doubled. There has been an increase in the
subsidy granted in all areas where the
scheme operates. A meat industry advisory
committee. with a specific term of refer-
ence to examine the abattoir situation, has
been set up. F'urthermore, a committee of
Inquiry into aLl1 aspects of the apple in.-
dustry has been appointed, and it is antici-
pated an urgent endeavour will be made
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to resolve the disposal of the 1972 crop.
A subsidy on wool carted to Albany was the
subject of some urgent action by the mem-
ber for that district. A quarantine check-
Point has been established on the Eyre
Highway, the need for which emanated
from previous investigations.

The increase of the State's subsidy oni
Ord River cotton has resulted In a very
considerable charge to the Government,
and this increase became necessary when
the Commonwealth withdrew its support in
this field. I think the payments to shires
in areas where drought has affected pas-
toralists is a very desirable relief measure;
and such relief has been granted in a
number of instances. Furthermore, the
local government assistance scheme, to the
tune of $500,000, is not an insignificant
contribution towards alleviating the rural
difficulties that exist.

Mr. Court: Except that none of it has
as yet been paid.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: The miracles we
perform fairly expeditiously; but the in-
possibles require a little time, even for us.

Mr. Court: We were trying to get this
over to the former Treasurer last night;
we wanted to know whether he will dis-
tribute these funds this financial year.

Mr. H. D. EVANS: He gave a reply to
the effect that urgent assessments of the
situation and the determination of a
formula are being undertaken.

The member for Mt. Marshall asked
for specific figures with regard to the rural
reconstruction authority. I can give him
the figures as at the 30th November last.
The authority has received 856 applica-
tions which sought a total of $28,000,000.
As to the amounts which are classified,
$21,740,000 is for debt restructuring,
$3,054,000 for capital items, and $3,208,000
for farm buildup. Of the total of 856
applications, those approved totalled 260,
and debt restructuring involved a total
of $4,600,000 of the $8,072,000 that was
offered; while those that were declined
totalled 502. During the month three
applications for rehabilitation loans were
approved, and the number of inquiries
being made has increased markedly.

Protection orders are being sought and
five have been issued. This raises two
aspects: the rehabilitation loans and the
need for the issuing of protection orders,
which are new departures from the pre-
vious operation of the scheme. The num-
ber of 856 is not large when one considers
the estimates which were made earlier,
and I personaly suspect a greater number
of inquiries will be received by the author-
ity when farmers have looked at the bud-
geting for 1972. That Is purely speculative
on my pant but it does seem to be a pos-
sibility. The member for Mt. Marshall
is welcome to a copy of the figures I have
quoted if be so desires.

The member for Wellington raised
the question of the Cattle Industry Com-
pensation Fund, with Particular reference
to the brucellosis payments. I must con-
fess this is the first intimation I have
had of any delay in payments being made,
or of any unnecessary delay. I will inquire
into the matter and give the honourable
member a full written reply. At the same
time I will endeavour to ascertain the full
reason behind the charges for the vaccina-
tion being levied on the owner, and not
against the scheme. I could offer several
suggestions but I prefer to find cut the
specific reason.

The member for Dale referred to the
Paint Peron issue and I would like to
point out to him that I received two depu-
tations, the smallest of which would have
been in the order of 24 individuals. Those
people represented the lessees of the
greater development committee. I will be
quite happy to receive and listen to the
deputation from the shire, and an
appointment has been made for me to
receive that deputation. Its submission
will certainly receive the full weight of
consideration.

The member for Stirling touched on a
very vexed subject, one which is most up-
setting and one with which I fully sympa-
thise. It is a situation in which the difli-
cult ies are known at a personal level, as
well as at a ministerial level. As the hon'-
curable member already knows, repres-
entations have been made to the Common-
wealth Government A special review was
undertaken by the Rural and industries
Bank, but as the honourable member is
also aware that bank acts only in the cap-
acity of an agent, and Its sphere of action
in anything of this nature is limited be-
cause of that fact. I have received an
interim reply from the Commonwealth
Government to the effect that further in-
quiries are being made at that level. As
soon as anything definite is known I will
undertake to give him the full details of
the Commonwealth's intention. However,
that is as far as it can go at the moment.

The situation which he described in the
Frankland-Perlllu p-Denmark area is ini-
deed very grave. It is one to which the
rural reconstruction scheme is available.
However, without special Comnmonwealthi
ssistance I do 'not know that any further

measure of assistance could be given for
this particular plight. It is acknowledged
that the situation is not entirely the fault
of the farmers, but indeed that may be
said of the whole rural situation, However,
as soon as I receive a reply from the Comn-
monwealth I will certainly make it avail-
able to the honourable member.

The member for Narrogin raised the
possibility of farmers being misled by in'-
accurate statements. Let Us get one point
straight: I fail to see how I am actually
involved in the issue which he raises.

121X
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- Mr. Court: As it is a case concerning
abattoirs, surely the Minister is involved.

-Mr. H. D. EVANS: If and when an abat-
toir Proposition is put forward it will
be- examined most carefully, as is the
case with any other proposal. If it comes
forward it will receive scrutiny and atten-
tion.

Mr. W. A. Manning: The Minister is
indirectly interested, if not directly.

Mr. O'Neil: The Minister is interested,
but not involved.

.Mr. H. D. EVANS: My interest Is con-
siderable.

Mr. Court: You are involved already.
You have answered questions from another
member and myself regarding the unsuit-
ability of the Boyup Brook site. This
matter has already been very much on
your plate.
. Mr. H. ID. EVANS: The whole question
of abattoirs is very much a part of my
concern.

Mr. Court: If what has occurred had
involved anyone else but the T.L.C. they
would have been prosecuted now for
issuing an unauthorised prospectus.

Mr. H. ID. EVANS: Schemes other than
the one referred to have already been put
before us, and they have been examined.
Any scheme put forward will be thoroughly
examined.

-Mr. Court: No-one objects to the Min-
ister looking at the schemes; we are rais-
ing the question of misleading the people.

Mr. H. ID. EVANS: I was querying how
I would be involved in the situation raised
by the member for Narrogin. When a
proposition is put forward it will be ex-
amined -in full, and a. decision will be
made. That is where the matter rests.

-Mr. W. A. Manning: The Minister is
interested in the average producer?

Mr. H. D. EVANS: Yes, and perhaps I
-can refer to that very point. The pro-
ducers have been affected by the lack of
abattoir facilities in this State. When
the Chairman of the Australian Meat
Authority was in this State for the Royal
Show he addressed an assembly during
the carcase competition at Midland. He
stated publicly, before that assemblage,
that the producers in Western Australi
were receiving half what their counter-
Pwt in the Eastern-States were receiving.

*flae meat was being sold on the same mar-
kets but the Western Australian producers
were receiving half that received by the
Eastern States' producers. An analysis of
that statement will show that millions of
-dollars would be involved annually. That
is, if the statement is, factual.

Mr. MePhariin: Did he give a reason
for the difference in price?

Mr. H. ID. EVANS: He stated straightout
that it was the lack of abattoir facilities.
Whether or not I agree- with that does not
matter, but surely a man of his standing
and in his position would not make an
irresponsible statement. Let us take this
to its logical conclusion, and estimate what
the lack of facilities is costing the rural
producers each year. The millions in-
volved works out to the equivalent of ap-
Proximately 3c a pound for wool, and that
is money which is not being received in the
rnral areas.

Mr. Lewis: I am concerned with the excra,
$100 which producers are being induced to
put in on misrepresentation. I am not
blaming that on the Minister.

Mr. H. ID. EVANS: Thank you very much.
I do not see how I can become involved
at all at this stage. Coming back to the
situation I was discussing, when a feasibil-
ity study is concluded it will be presented
to the Government. The State Govern-
ment will then make a determination, hay-
ig full regard for all the circumstances.

That is where we stand at the moment.
Mr. Gay fer: Referring to the difference

in Prices between the Eastern States and
Western Australia, did the Minister check
to see if the figures are correct?

Mr. H. D. EVANS: They bear out fairly
substantially In regard to mutton. ta

Mr. Stephens: I was going to make ta
point. It does not bear out in regard to
lamb, because in answer to a question you
have already told me there is no holdup
In the slaughtering of lamb.

Mr. H. ID. EVANS: But at the same time,
in the . months of September and October-
the. figures for lamb were lower here than
they were elsewhere.

of
is
of
at

Mr. W. G. Young: It was not due to lack
facilities, because there was no holdup.
there not some difference in the quality
lambs here and in the Eastern States
this time of the year?

-Mr. H. ID. EVANS: That comes. into it.
b ut one of the corollaries is lack of abattoir
space. This is the point I am making.

Mr. Lewis: Can you visualise a situation
where growers will be paying extra killing
charges because the works are not fully
employed?

Mr. H. D. EVANS: That would .be. a
natural result if we recklessly went ahead
and built abattoirs without any considera-
tion. , That is why we have set up a meat
industry advisory committee, and why we
are looking into the implementation of. a
statutory meat authority. We are, looking
towards those bodies to achieve fragmenta-
tion.

Mr. Gayfer: Is the setting up-of a staitu-
tory meat authority supported~bY all mem-
bers of the farming fraternity?
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Mr. H. D. EVANS: it has not been put
to -them at this juncture. However, of
course it will be put to them before it is
implemented. No other points were raised
during the debate but during discussion on
the items I will be happy to deal with any
further points.

Vote: Lands and Surveys, $4,969,000-
Item No. 6: Purchase of Land, Cape

Leeuwin, $54,500-
Mr. BLAUCIE: At the outset, may I com-

mend the Government, and the Minister
in particular, on the action taken in pur-
chasing this area of land. The land was
formerly owned by Millar's Timber and
Trading Company and Is probably the most
historical and choice piece of real estate-
if one can use the term-in Western Aus-
tralia. When the mining boom 'was at its
peak it was feared that, if suitable minerals
were found in the area, mining companies
might have mined the land, which was
owned in fee simple and no conditions
could have been Imposed-

I understand that before the land has
been transferred or designated as a Class-
"A" Reserve the local authority will be
making some representations to the Minis-
ter for the excision of a small portion of
the area for possible developments 6f a
tourist nature. I would ask the Minister
to give this matter its due consideration.

I commend the Government on Its action
in purchasing this land and I feel in years
to come the decision will be truly appre-
ciated, not only by the people in the area
but. also by the people of Western Austra-
lia generally.

Vote put and passed.
Vote: Bush Fires Board, $241,000-put

and passed.
Vote: 'Agriculture, $7,802,000-
iem No.'!: Salaries, Wages and Allow-

ances generally, $4,880,oo00-
* Mr. MoPHARLIN: 1 take this opportun-

ity 'to speak on item No. I because the
matter to which I wish to refer really
covers all aspects of the department; that
is, the promotion of wool. I recently made
some criticism of the lack of promotion of
woollen products In Australia and overseas.
The next day, or shortly thereafter, a very
good article appeared in The West Aus-
tralian under the name of Nan Sanders,
who was formerly the Director of Market-
ing for the Australian Wool Board.
Sitting suspended from 12.45 to 2.15 p.m.

Mr. McPHARLIN: Before the suspension
for lunch I was commenting on an article
which appeared in the Press written by
-Nan Sanders who was formerly a Director
of - Marketing for the Australian Wool
Board. I thought it was rather timely
because the wool- industry has contributed
by far the greatest amount of money to
our economy over the year, and still plays

an important Part in our economy. That
is my.- reason for speaking on item No. 1
of this vote.

I would like the Minister to indicate
what action, if any, his department Is.
taking in an endeavour to Promote, to a
greater degree, the use of wool. I agree
with one part of this newspaper article
written by Nan Sanders, which is as.
follows-

Nothing has ever been done to
Promote Australian wool-the world's.
best merino product-as a national
and distinctive commodity.

The article goes on to state-
No clearly defined policy has ever

been laid down on the type of end
products this valuable and unique pro-
duct should be aimed at. Wool has
tried to be all things to everyone, al-
ways afraid of losing any market it
had once dominated.

Obviously, the biggest markets lie
in men's and women's knitwear and in
outer wear; topcoats, suits, and slacks
for mnen ... fashion garments for
women.

So it would be a step in the right direction
if there were some way by which the
Minister's department could help to pro-
mote the sale of woollen garments; it
could, for instance, ensure that these
articles are well displayed in shops to give
people an opportunity to view themn in
addition to any synthetic article which
may be displayed.

Item No. 5: Soil Conservation, $174,000-

Mr. GAYFER: With a great deal of
satisfaction I note that the estimate for
this year for this item is $174,000, over-
double the expenditure on it last year, be-
cause I have been keenly interested in soil
conservation from its initial start in this-
State in 1948. In fact, my whole property
was -marked out for varying degrees of
soil conservation about that time. I am
hoping that some of the increased expend i-
tare will bc spent on a scheme known as.
the Kunjin Brook scheme in the upper
reaches of the Avon.

Some years ago the Minister for Works-
and the Minister for Agriculture in the
Previous Government flew there on two
occasions and started this project fin an
endeavour to Put in train a whole series
of soil conservation measures with a view-
to establishing a pilot farm so that the
practice of soil conservation could be-
stud ied at this plot by people from all over-
the State. In other words, it was more or
less an experimental area. Many farmers.
have been associated in this experiment
and much work has been done by the
Narrogin office of the soil conservation de-
partment.

Unfortunately there have been too many-
transfers of officers who have been engaged
on this work. An officer no sooner guts.

1215,
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interested in this subject than he is trans-
f erred to another part of the State. I have
been Particularly worried, because of the
recession in farming and the fact that the
Government has stated it will have to cut
down expenditure as much as possible. I
had thought we might lose sight of the
ever-increasing need for more soil con-
servation In this State, because there is a
tendency to let the land go during a re-
cession.

The point I am trying to make is that
I trust the Minister in his capacity will
make every endeavour to continue provid-
ing safeguards against all types of erosion
and, in fact, to ensure that the whole field
of soil conservation will continue to be
watched, especially in those areas where
some farmers have lost their pride in the
land. I commend the Minister for increas-
ing the amount to be spent under this item
and I sincerely hope all of it will be expen-
ded.

Mr. H. D3. EVANS: An increased demand
has been made by the farming community
for soil conservation services, and this is
reflected in the marked increase in funds
available. Also administrative or struc-
tural factors are involved inasmuch as the
former division of the north-west has,
conservation-wise, been absorbed In the
administrative structure. The honourable
member is probably aware, however, that
the conservation committee is most active
and is very alive to the trends in the
farming area and the inherent dangers
concerning conservation matters. I can
assure him from a departmental and
Personal view that this matter will be kept
under close surveillance.

Item No. 8: Weed Control-Crown
Lands. 39.000-

Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: Can the Minister
give us any details of the outbreak of
skeleton weed In the Esperance area; that
is, how serious and widespread it is? Is
It* still confined to the area in Dalyup?

Mr. H. D. EVANS: I am aware of the
outbreak of this weed, but can give no
Precise details. However If the honourable
member is sufficiently interested I am suf-
ficiently interested to ensure he gets the
information.

Mr. W. G. Young: You can give me a
report?

Mr. H. D. EVANS: Yes.
Mr. W. G. Young: Thank you.
Item No. 9: Vermin Control-Crown

Lands, $15,000-
Mr. COURT: The Minister was good

enough to answer questions on vermin
control which is a very vital problem in
some pastoral areas. An elaborate scheme
in the Pilbara. was introduced to relieve a
bad situation. and it has operated for some
years now. The people In the Gascoyne

want a similar scheme and, generally,
there is agreement today amongst the pas-
toralists, which was not the situation a
few years ago, concerning how the matter
should be tackled on a joint Government
and local arrangement,

The real burning question is an economic
one when sheep are involved. We can
leave the Kimberley out of the discussion
at the moment; but in the other areas
which are entirely dependent on wool and
in which there is little chance of the sale
of live sheep or meat this question of cost
becomes critical. The pastoralists
are in a desperate financial plight and
cannot contribute to these schemes.

Will the Minister give consideration to
a complete reappraisal of the way in which
the Government can help? This is, I be-
lieve, a practical way to help the pastoral
industry without the normal subsidy-type
contribution which can be an open-
ended arrangement.

Mr. W. 0. YOUNG: Would the Minister
be further co-operative and furnish me
a report concerning the outbreak of starl-
ings at Condingup and Israel Bay?

Mr. H. D. EVANS: We recognise the
obligation to ensure that Crown lands-
Particularly those pockets which harbour
vermin-are controlled. We also recognise
that the pastoralists are facing a problem
beyond their capacity to solve. I give the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition every
assurance that the matter will be kept
under close study and if at all possible
help will be given.

vote put and passed.
Vote: Co-ordinator- of Agricultural Ia-

dustries, 5123,000-put and passed.
Fart 10: Minister for Prices Control,

Consumer Protection, Health, Fisheries
and Fauna-

MR. WILLIAMS (Bunbury) (2.27 pm.]:
I believe the E~unbury Regional Hospital
has been running to a bed average of
something close to 90 per cent, for the last
couple of years. This is a very high bed
rate for a hospital of any type. I realise
that a new St. John of God hospital is be-
ing erected In Bunbury and that it will
have 100 beds. This might relieve the
situation to some extent, but I am in-
formed that that hospital will be full niot
many months after opening.

I am aware that to provide the extensions
necessary to the Bunbury Regional Hos-
pital, much time is Involved in drawing
up the plans and carrying out the neces-
sary groundwork. Then, of course, tenderl
must be called and the construction carried
out. I understand that the extensions,
when completed, will not be as costly per
bed as the present section.

As a result, some of the extra facilities
available to the hospital which were built
into the initial building will not have to
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be duplicated to any large degree if ex-
tensions are made. When the hospital
was built initially there were 120 beds. It
has this number at the present time as
well as operating theatres, X-ray and
Pathological facilities, provision for out-
patients, and other facilities. These
facilities are quite adequate for a larger
hospital in terms of bed size. I ask the
Minister whether he can give me any
information as to his thoughts about ex-
tending the hospital. If he has any
thoughts along these lines, I should like
to know when extensions might be
effected.

I draw one other matter to the Minis-
ter's attention whilst speaking to this part
-a matter concerned with his portfolio of
Fiheries and Fauna. Last weekend I
received many phone calls from people
who are keen duck shooters. As the
season is due to open on the 14th Decem-her, the people were very anxious to ob-
tain their duck shooters' licenses. Most
of them came from outside Bunbury and
some had travelled 34 miles. They had
spent half a day not only in travelling
that distance but in shopping in Bunbury.
They found the Fisheries Office was not
open and therefore had to travel home
and take the chance of coming back a few
days later to find the same situation.

I do not criticise the department for
being closed at certain times because we
do not expect a fisheries officer to put a
sign on the door saying that he will be
in from, say, Saturday morning 9.00 a~m
to 12 noon or, say, Monday 2.00 p.m. to
4.00 p.m. We know very well that some
of the boys would be out with their nets
casting around if they knew the fisheries
officer was ensconced in his office.

Mr. Davies: Not the Bunbury boys!

Mr. W=LLAMS: Not only Bunbury
boys fish in Bunbury; others fish as well.
I admit Perhapm a few Bunbury boys
would be inclined to do this if they knew
the fisheries officer would be in a particu-
lar spot at a particular time.

The problem I have mentioned would
also apply, I should imagine, during
seasons other than the duck season, such
as the marron season which is fairly
close to the duck season. It would also
apply in connection with obtaining inland
fishing licenses.

I suggest the Minister should give some
consideration to allowing a person to be
employed part time in Bunbury in view
of the number of licenses which I under-
stand are issued there. Perhaps it could
be someone interested in fishing and fauna
generally. There are a number of honor-
ary wardens in Bunbury. One person-
a Mr. Taylor I think it is-comes readily
to my mind. This gentleman is renowned
for his Interest in fishing and fauna.

142)

If someone could be employed on a part-
time basis to man the office for a few
hours for a day or two during the week
and from, perhaps, 9.00 a~m. to 12 noon on
Saturday morning this would be a great
help. During the few hours the person
was employed on week days people visiting
the town as well as those working in
town could obtain their licenses. People
working in Bunbury could do this, perhaps,
during their lunch hour. People who live
out of town and perhaps come into Bun-
bury on Saturday morning to shop could
obtain their licenses then. I certainly
hope the Minister will give consideration
to providing a service to people who are
interested in this matter.

MRt. DAVIES (Victoria Park-Minister
for Health) (2.33 p.m.]: The member for
Bunbury raised two matters, the first of
which relates to the Bunbury Regional
H-ospital. He said that the 90 per cent, bed
average was causing him some concern.

Mr. Williams: I was guessing at that,
because I qualified my remarks by saying
"I believe."

Mr. DAVIES: The report tabled on the
30th June refers to the Bunbury Regional
Hospital at Page 24. Farkileld was in-
cluded in the reference although I under-
stand it was closed In December, 1970. 1
do not know whether the beds at that
hospital were Included or not. In any event
it says that the bed average was 125.5
and the total number of beds available
were 146 general and 22 maternity. This
makes a total of 168.

If this Is so, the bed average is not quite
as tight as the honourable member sug-
gests. The opening of the permanent care
unit may be of assistance in taking somne
of the geriatrics out of the regional hospi-
tal. I have no present plans for the Bun-
bury Regional Hospital. The honourable
member's colleague, who site on his left,
would probably claim that Rockinghamn
has a greater priority for a hospital than
Bunbury has for extensions, However, the
position Is being watched. Reviews are
constant and we will take whatever action
Is necessary to overcome difficulties which
may arise.

Mr. Williams: Could you ensure that the
department keeps in mind-which doubt-
less it will-the growth rate in the area?
It is growing very rapidly.

Mr. DAVIES: I am sure the department
will. The other matter mentioned by the
member for Bunbury concerns the issuing
of licenses. He was kind enough to ring the
Fisheries Department earlier this week to
draw attention to the position.

We have not budgeted for temporary
staff at Bunbury but I1 think the sugges-
tion is good. We could probably do some-
thing of this sort to ensure the offioe is
open perhaps at what might be called the
critical Periods at the opening of the
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shooting season and when inland fishing
licenses are due for renewal. Whether or
not this can be done I do not know.

So far as inland fishing licenses are con-
cerned I Point out that we have exempted
social service pensioners. Money received
from other people is Put Into research;
the department receives no revenue what-
soever from these licenses.

The member for Bunbury's suggestion
Is a good one and r will see what I can do
about having It implemented.

Vote: Price Control and Consumer
Protection, $20,000-put and Passed.

Vote: Medical, $44,42,000-
Item No. 1: Salaries and Allowances

generally, $659,000-
Dr. DAflOUR: I am concerned over a

few aspects associated with health. I led
up to this question in the speech I gave
to the Address-in-Reply, which was my
first speech in the Chamber. Subsequently
the Minister has answered a number of
questions which I have asked. There was
another Instalment the other evening
which I do not Particularly wish to talk
about.

I should like to mention a few points
to the Minister. If I may. My remarks
concern the allocation of $9,000,000 to the
diagnostic centre at the Royal Perth
Hospital. Perhaps I should say straight-
away that I realise some People are under
the impression that I dislike the Royal
Perth Hospital. I do not. I have felt a part
of it in the past and I wish to remain a
Dart of it. I am concerned with what Is
happening at the hospital and where it
Is going.

The Minister's recent decision to allocate
this money to this area has been, in my
opinion, a mistake. The hospital is in the
middle of the city on 23 acres of land, I
understand. Surely a hospital of 1,200 or
1,400 beds, Plus outpatient facilities, Is
too big for the middle of the city. So many
factors come into this, one of which is
noise. It is not so many years ago-that
was before tetanus cases were treated at
the Shenton Park annexe-there were
restrictions on motor bikes in the vicinity
Of the Royal Perth Hospital. Another fac-
tor is dust, and we certainly have a, great
deal of this in the centre of the city.
Parking facilities are at a Premium in
that there is not, and never will be,
enough room. I made a facetious remark
the other evening that I could foresee the
day when the Government would place a
resumption order on the Roman Catholic
Archbishop of Perth for his cathedral and
Palace for parking. Perhaps this Is ex-
aggerating slightly, but not unduly.

There is a natural barrier with the rail-
way to the north and the only possible
way in which the hospital could spread is,
literally, up the hill. It would require a
great deal of money to acquire land in the

area. If the hospital does grow to one of
1,200 or 1,400 beds, as is the intention,
then I believe the number of staff working
at that hospital will probably be in ex-
cess of 10,000.

Nearly all these staff members will own
cars and, apart from the parking for the
staff members, we will need to cater for the
outpatient facilities and also for domicil-
iary care. Outpatient facilities are at a
premium and a greater number of car
parks will certainly be required.

There is little doubt that apart from the
outpatients we will need to cater for visi-
tors and this, too, will require even more
parking space. I think the end result will
be that we will need car parks for at
least 2,000 or 3,000 cars. This is a tremen-
dous area to set aside in the city for park-
ing facilities. These are the practical
points as I see them.

I am not trying to hit the whole scheme
on the head, but I would like to revert to a
few points that I have made in the past as
they concern the Royal Perth Hospital. I
will do this to impress upon the Minister
that it is necessary for him to have an-
other look at this matter from my point
of view.

As I see the practical implications of the
future it is possible that helicopter ports
will be required; though that may not
eventuate till some dim and distant date
in the future. But I do stress that the fac-
ilities at the moment are extremely over-
crowded. I appreciate that it is very easy
for me to stand up here and criticise, but
I would point out that my criticism has
been that of a general practitioner who
has not had a very good spin over the years
so far as liaison is concerned.

This has not been altogether my fault.
I will admit, however, that liaison has im-
proved and for this I am grateful; but
there is room for far greater improvement
than is apparent at the moment.

With things as overcrowded as they are
at the present time the logical move is to
push on with the medical centre at Holly-
wood. We need more and more beds, and
more and mare alternative casualty facil-
ities to help the Royal Perth Hospital to
cope with the patients who attend the cas-
ualty department, particularly on a Sat-
urday night.

Anybody who has been to the casualty
department will know how busy that de-
partment is on a Saturday night. I recall
having worked there on one occasion when
an Italian was knocked over in Beaufort
Street. While he was lying injured 20 of
his friends came to help bim and they were
also knocked over by another car. The
'Italian in question had one eye drooping
and when he came to the department I
endeavoured to obtain a history from him
in order that I might apply the necessary
treatment, but I was getting nowhere fast.
because he did not know any English and
the interpreter appeared to know very little
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more. At that moment the Salvation Army
band was marching up the street and the
car moved on and knocked over another
20 people.

I called in my second-In-command, who
was probably playing cards somewhere,
and he was very upset at having been
called. One does not call anybody else when
on duty; one does the job oneself. So it can
be seen how easy it is to get into a pickle
in circumstances like this.

I know the position very well, and al-
though some nasty things have been said I
feel the people will appreciate that I know
what I am talking about. We will probably
need another health centre somewhere
south of the river. When one considers the
extent of the ordinary work which occurs
at a hospital one is led to the conclusion
that it would be far Preferable for the med-
ical centre and the other centre, which
might Possibly be established on the other
side of the river, to feed cases to the Royal
Perth Hospital; and I now refer to cases
of a highly speciallsed and more sophisti-
cated type.

These should be referred to the Royal
Perth Hospital which will have the neces-
sary facilities to treat such cases even
though there may be fewer beds. This is
how I visualise the Position. I find, how-
ever. that this is not going to be the case
and I must admit it worries me a good
deal, because it will be too late in 20 years'
time to wonder whether or not one has
made a mistake.

We must look at this matter very hard
indeed. When people talk about a lack
of planning they Probably mean a lack of
co-operation and cohesion between the
respective bodies. I have been in my pro-
fession for many years and I know some-
thing about the petty jealousies and
hatreds that can exist. The best way to
keep a doctor out of trouble is to keep
him busy.

Mr. May: That is the best way to keep
anybody out of trouble.

Dr. DADOUR: The less doctors see of
each other the happier they are.

Mr. Court: Busy people are happy
people!

Dr. DADOUR: There is a doctor up the
street from me whom I see probably once
in six months. We get on famously: but
if I saw him every day we would probably
fight. Petty Jealousies enter into one's
everyday life; particularly when one is con-
sulting with somebody else's patients, and
one happens quite innocently to say some-
thing which may be viewed in the wrong
light.

Quite often this sort of thing occurs mn
this Chamber. I found myself being
antagonised to the point of wanting to get
a piece of four by two with a view to doing
something drastic to the Minister for
Health and possibly to the Deputy Premier.

The idea was to bludgeon them into doing
something. I daresay that is acceptable,
Mr. Chairman. The member for Boulder-
Dundas has been tutoring me and telling
me what I should and should not say.

Mr. Brown: We all love you now!
Dr. DADOLIR: When I first entered Par-

liament I thought I should have a look at
something as it applied to health, particu-
larly with relation to the 50 per cent, rise
in hospital fees. I wondered how this
came about and, as a result, I gathered
together all the annual reports of the hos-
pitals in the metropolitan area starting, of
course, with the Royal Perth Hospital.

Needless to say I got no further. It
shocked me very much Indeed to see how
dear the treatment for ill-health had be-
come. I had a look at the matter and
broke my research down into departments.
I found there were certain areas which left
a lot to be desired and required many ques-
tions to be asked.

I daresay that when one asks questions
about hospitals and similar establishments
one should expect to be met with a certain
degree of hostility, because it is felt one
is likely to be a bit unfair in one's criti-
cism. I do feel, however, that I have been
very fair in my criticism; and I am still
of this opinion.

The powers that be, however, had a
look at the proposition I put forward and
they pulled little bits out of context and
finally to correct all this jumble I found
myself on television. This happened on
three or four occasions until I was
threatened with divorce and I finally said.
"'No more television."

I have sworn that I will never go on
again until I have had a good look at my-
self and am satisfied that everything is
all right. I am not trying to justify my
past actions. I know that I am rather
impetuous. I know that Christmas is just
around the corner and we must maintain
a note of goodwill; and I propose to do
so both now and in the future.

I did, however, ask questions in all truth
an~d honesty and I hoped that I would re-
ceive satisfactory answers; I hoped that
I would get a straight "Yes" or "No," but
all I got were "obhs" and "abs." I would
ask a question and back would come an
answer. I would ask another question and
back would come the same answer. I
made several attempts to get the Scott re-
)ort tabled and although I have not quite
given up, I have not yet been very success-
ful. I must admit that I find Politics
are a little different. People have told
me, "Don't ever become a politician."

Mr. Blickerton: I can assure you that
you will never make a politician.

Dr. DAflOUR: I thank the Minister very
much. I take that as a compliment.

Mr. Court: That is the nicest thing they
can say about you in this place,



1228 [ASSEMBTLY.]

Dr. DAPOUR: I have badgered the
Minister for Health into corners, and even
now I am badgering him about the
appointment of a chief pharmacist for
Royal Perth Hospital. I think we should
obtain an Australian for a, change.

The CHAIRMAN: The honourable mem-
ber has seven minutes.

Dr. DADOUR: I have asked questions of
the Minister for Health both inside and
outside this Chamber in relation to the
matter. I think it would be a wonderful
change to have an Australian. Only one
department at Royal Perth Hospital now
has an Australian in charge. I am proud
of the fact that I am an Australian-I
think everybody here is proud to be an
Australian-and I am proud of the Aus-
tralian way of life. I thought the Minis-
ter for Health might have been able to
exercise some influence in relation to the
appointment of a chief pharmacist.
Applicants are being flown here from
South Africa and England for interviews.
However, I think we have a couple of local
boys who would be able to perform the job
quite adequately. We will have to wait
and see what happens.

I was most unkind to the Minister for
Health with reference to his department:
although I still believe that some of his
officers have misguided him, That is my
opinion and I am entitled to it. At the
same time I hope the Minister will re-
consider the planning aspect and get his
head down with independent people-I do
not mean myself-to study it. If that is
done I think we might get to the point
where everybody is happy.

There was an agreement between the
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital Board and
the university that the university would
undertake the clinical work in the labora-
tories. Two factions are involved here:
we have the Public Health Laboratories,
which are doing the work now, and the
university, which hopes to take it on. I
believe harmony could result from the
university taking the clinical work and the
Public Health Laboratories carrying out
other metropolitan and country work. As
the years go by slowly but surely the two
factions could be merged. I do not think
that will be achieved without a great deal
of bloodshed and hurt to many people;
but I think they will be married as time
goes by.

If one faction is given access to the
hospital through the other, and the second
faction is given access to the country and
other metropolitan hospitals through the
first faction, we could reach a position of
harmony. I do not believe we will be able
to say that one faction should definitely
have this and the other should have that.
I think we will have to appoint a com-
mittee to iron out the differences-and
the differences are only minor. However,
it is not possible to have people with dual

loyalties working together. I appreciate
the fact that the Minister has a Problem
in this regard but r am sure he will ulti-
mately work it out to the benefit of all.

Perhaps I may introduce a facetious
note. The Minister said he would not
dance to my tune; my answer is, "How
could he dance to my tune when he is
busily waltzing with the commissioner?"
However, I say that facetiously. On this
note I feel that we can patch up many
of these differences. I believe we will be
able to get to the point where everybody
will be able to work together in harmony
instead of having the dissatisfaction
which is evident at the moment.

The basic factor is economy. I know
these petty differences might take up a
little of the money, but in the long run
economy will have to win the day. We
have no other alternative. I believe many
of the people concerned will be honest and
will not over-employ. I still believe that
the Royal Perth Hospital has too much
staff for the amount of work performed.
I firmly believe that to be true. I feel that
certain areas should be investigated in
this respect. This is probably why I got
down to barroom tactics with the Minister;
I thought he was not doing anything. How-
ever, probably he has been doing a bit on
the side.

The CHAIRMAN: The honourable mem-
ber has two minutes.

Dr. DADOUR: The next point I wish to
mention is the X-ray department. I have
also badgered the Minister about this mat-
ter. It has caused me a great deal of
worry, and I am sure it has aiso caused
a great deal of worry for the Minister. I
feel we have to iron out the problem and
consider the whole planning aspect. All
the honorary staff will be paid in the near
future, and that will cost more and more.
We must consider whether a doctor who
is fully employed by a department should
be permitted to have a private practice.
Should he give seven-eighths of his time
to the department, and one-eighth of his
time to private practice; or should it be
the other way around? This probably
could provide one of the answers.

With regard to the Minister saying that
some of the professors at the university
are upset, believe you me, Mr. Chairman,
quite a number of them are upset. I1 do
feel that the Minister should get these
people together so that he may see how
sincere they are. When they say they
will resign they are sincere inasmuch as
they would rather resign than stand in
the way. I know these men and I know
them to be sincere. I am sure the Minister
will find that they are all most responsible
People-and I refer even to those whom
I dislike. There are some I dislike, most
I like, and some about whom I feel Indif-
ferent. I think now Is the time for the
Minister to tell us what is going on.
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Mr. DAVIES: I can say in all sincerity
that I was very pleased indeed to bear the
constructive criticism put forward by the
member for Subiaco. A great many prob-
lems exist, He is aware of them and he
has constantly brought them forward in
the Chamber. Sometimes his views and
mine have not coincided, but that does
not mean I have not been constantly aware
of the line be was following and his reasons
for following it. I know the honourable
member believes that Royal Perth Hospital
should not be expanded to provide for in
excess of 1,200 beds. The final figure is not
Yet determinable.

However, as the honourable member
spoke on this matter previously I was very
wvary as to what attitude I should adopt
when I read the report which had been
Prepared by the Government committee of
experts in regard to the future of Royal
Perth Hospital. I was particularly con-
cerned with the traffic problem because it
was quite apparent to me as a layman that
there would be a problem. The thought
that struck me first of all was: How could
we accommodate all those people on the
site, and deal with the physical problem of
getting people to and from the centre?

Apparently this is another matter which
received the attention of the planning
authorities. They sought the advice of the
M.R.P.A., the Town Planning Department,
and other bodies and they were told the
Plans would cope with the flow of
traffic. I also raised the question of
noise, and I was told that noise does not
create many problems when there is air-
conditioning.

Then I asked a question in regard to the
back-up services. When I mentioned the
back-up services I related them to the
staff. They were able to detail the pro-
posals. The whole concept of the completed
drawing gives quite an impression of open
.space. Whether or not this the way in
which the concept will turn out eventually
I do niot know; but what I do want to make
quite clear is that the diagnostic services
at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital are some
of the most important services. I hope
their establishment will be well under way
shortly, and before the Royal Perth Hlos-
pital is developed too far.

Unfortunately changes all along the line
have to be made, and I Whink this is a
matter of concern. Circumstances dictated
changes at the Perth Medical Centre, and
I hope they will be all to the good. The
decision in respect of the Royal Perth Hos-
PUIta was not taken lightly. In fact, it took
me the whole of one Saturday afternoon to
read the report, to write down queries, and
to get answers. I hope the decision that
has been made is the correct one; but in
any case It is subject to alteration if the
needs prove otherwise.

The member for Sublaco has suggested
other diagnostic services should be pro-
vided. Of course, the next move in this

direction could be related to the new uni-
versity teaching college at Bull Creek. What
progress will be made, or how quickly any
such move will be made, I do not know.
In any case some problems will arise. I
see the honourable member shaking his
head. Whether it be the development of
the Bentley Hospital or some other hospital
as a regional hospital, we will have to make
a decision in the fairly near future, but as
the years go by the need for a change of
plans will no doubt arise.

The university is as anxious as we are
to see some hospital facilities established
at Bull Creek, but we do not want to over-
commit ourselves, to make promises, or to
get down to serious planning until the
Perth Medical Centre is well and truly
under way, These are matters which will
be looked at closely.

I do not know whether I have been mis-
guided in regard to the planning. There
are difficulties, and the file I am holding
contains some of the correspondence on
the laboratories. Members can see the
number of file tabs dealing with matters
which still require attention. These are
some of the representations I have received.
I need to spend two or three days reading
them over without anybody advising me,
before I seek further advice. As the mem-
ber for Sublaco has acknowledged, there
will be some disappointments irrespective
of what decision I arrive at. It is because
I have not arrived at a finn decision that
I have had to be vague in some of my' re-
plies to questions asked. I hope the honour-
able member believes me when I say this.
I have not the ability to make a snap de-
cision on a matter like this; I like to have
a summary of the position first, and then
send for further advice-and I will not
limit the direction from which I receive
the advice.

I do not know whether this can be re-
garded as a matter of waltzing with the
commissioner; but if it can be then we are
both bad dancers, because we regularly
tread on each other's toes. occasionally
he wins, and occasionally I have my way.
We have enough arguments as it Is, but I
think they are constructive arguments; and
neither of us gives in lightly. I do not
know whether that is because we are both
stubborn. Very often the commissioner
would take a file away, and then come back
with material prepared in the way I think
it should be. Sometimes I would ask the
commissioner to leave the file, and after
further consideration of the matter I might
agree with his views.

The commissioner has a multitude of
duties. I think that for the amount of
work he is expected to do he is underpaid.
I have not had any experience of other
under-secretaries in the Public Service, but
I can say this: On each weekend that I
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have been in the office almost without ex-
ception he has been in the office, too. I
believe he applies himself wholeheartedly
In the interests of the State.

When the member for Subiaco was talk-
Ing about the cost of hospital services I
-wrote down "honorary system." He said the
same thing while I was writing that down.
'These procedures require a complete re-
appraisal. This is being done on an Aus-
tralia-wide basis, and in some States pay-
ment for service is being applied fairly
widely. When we change from a timne-hon-
oured system to bring it Up to date we find
all kinds of Pressures exerted in opposi-
tion-as I found out in attempting to
amend the Hospitals Act. People who have
become used to operating under certain
conditions do not generally want any
changes. I think the honourable member
hit the nail on the head in this regard
when he spoke about the medical labora-
tories. They might have to be staffed under
the method of gradualism, bit by bit, as
the people concerned retire; and they will
have to be welded together to bring
them into some form that is acceptable to
all.

In this connection I was pleased to re-
ceive a letter from the clinical staff of
Sir Charles Oairdner Hospital detailing
various suggestions and concluding with
these wors-

Notwithstanding items 1 to 3 we be-
lieve rationalisation of the Public
Health Laboratories and hospital lab-
oratory services may be possible in
certain areas.

Of course, that deals with hospitals and
the Public Health Department. These are
then related to the teaching at the uni-
versity. Having that attitude In mind, if we
can get the staff 'we should be able to do
something in this regard.

I was pleased to see some improvement
in the liaison at the Royal Perth Hospital.
I think the member for Sublaco can take
some credit for this, because after he raised
the matter I decided to put through some
telephone calls and study a few matters.
Probably I would not have been aware of
the position had he not raised the matter;
so, some good came out of his proposals.

In respect of the matters raised, I am
convinced of the correctness of the decision
in regard to Royal Perth Hospital, but it
will not receive priority over the Perth
Medical Centre. As regards the labora-
tories, we must come to a firm decision. It
seems they can only be established under
the method of gradualism.

On the question of the cost of hospital-
isation, this matter is receiving attention
continuously. I know the Royal Perth Hos-
pital is directing its attention to costs,
without limiting the service offered. As the
member for Subiaco said, If this system of
Payment of doctors at the Royal Perth
Hospital is changed we will do away with
the honorary system. Should that even-

tuate it will result in increased running
costs. My view on this at the present is
that despite all this we might be able to
finish up with a better service being pro-
vided to the People; and that is what
'counts.

I very much appreciate the contribution
by the member for Subiaco, and look for-
ward to hearing from him on other
occasions.

Vote Put and passed.
Vote: Public Health, 34,784,000-
Item No. 1: Salaries, Wages and Allow-

ances generally (a), $3,211,000-
Dr. DAflOUR: I will refer to nursing

services and I have taken note of some
areas in which I think problems exist.
Everybody in the Chamber will agree with
me that nursing is a profession in which
the women are dedicated to their Work.
I feel that we have not done as much for
the nursing profession as we could have
done, and as a result recruitment has
fallen markedly. I sometimes wonder why
there is discontent within the noble pro-
fession of nursing.

The wages and salaries of nurses come
under the control of the Industrial Court,
and I firmly believe that that court is
unable to deal with the demands which
are made upon it.

Mr. Taylor: The nurses' wages and
salaries were adjusted by consent.

Dr. DAflOUR: I am talking about some-
thing different, and not at that level. I
am of the opinion that the nursing pro-
fession should have a wages and salaries
tribunal. When wages claims are taken
to the Industrial Court precedents are
usually brought into the argument.

A considerable number of nurses would
prefer to stay in the profession after marry-
ing but it is found that there are only
about 10 senior positions available in this
State. In a large hospital the matron
receives a salary of $6,200-odd Per annum.
That is not a very high figure to reach at
the end of a long career. To reach the
senior positions nurses have to do Post-
graduate work, and obtain numerous dip-
lomas. However, the women-and the few
men-in the profession find that at the
end of a long career there are only 10 posi-
tions in the state with a salary in excess
of $6,000 per annum,

A senior physiotherapist in a hospital
receives $1,000-odd a year; a senior dieti-
tian catering officer receives $7,000-odd a
year; a medical social worker receives
$8,200-odd a year: and a senior laboratory
technician receives $8,600-odd a year.
Compared with those incomes, a senior
matron receives $6,200-odd a year.

Referring now to long service leave, the
terms for a matron are 10 years, 10 years,
and seven years. On the administrative side
of the hospital the period for employees is
seven years, seven years, and seven years.
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Within the next few years nursing will
be a diploma course or a. degree course at
the university. It Is very difficult for a
girl to enter nursing without first having
her Leaving Certificate.

Mr. Davies: Does the honourable mem-
ber think the diploma course is a good
idea?

Dr. DADOUfl: I am on the nurses'
board so I cannot comment, although I do
not think I will be there for very long.
Referring now to the ward situation, a
sister in charge of a ward would probably
have her General Certificate, her Midwifery
Certificate, her Infant Health Certificate,
and her Ward Certificate. She receives
approximately the same amount as a ward
clerk and many sisters wonder whether
they should apply for the job of ward
clerk and work 31* hours a week. In that
Position they would not have very much
responsibility and they would need no
training. There is not much incentive for
women to take up nursing or to continue
in the nursing profession. Those who do
take up nursing are usually dedicated and
by virtue of the fact that they are nurses
they are not the type to strike. Of course,
they will protest. I hope members will
give sonic thought to this matter and per-
haps write into the Act a section similar
to that which appears in the Education
Act.

Mr. Davies: What does that section
provide?

Dr. DADOUR: Section 37 of the Educa-
tion Act provides for the establishment
of a Government school teachers' tribunal.
I would like to see the establishment of
a wages and salaries tribunal for nurses.

Sisters from the Public Health Depart-
ment and sisters employed under the con-
trol of the Civil Service work side by side
but those employed under the Civil Service
receive $22 a week more than those who
are covered by the Nurses' Federation.
Surely we should be able to rectify that
situation.

I ask members to give some consideration
to this matter before the next sitting of
Parliament. in March of next year.

Mr. DAVIES: We have not received any
approach from the federation for a
change-over to a tribunal. The federation
would probably be happy with the Pro-
posal, if the member for Subiaco says so.

Dr. Dadour: They will be happy if they
can stay as one body-the nurses and the
sisters.

Mr. DAVIES: If they would like to make
representations to me I will have a look
at the matter. It is the sort of thing that
takes a number of years from "go", to
"whoa." We endeavour to adjust their
awards by negotiation. The nursing
award comes up for consideration on the
31st December.

Dr. Dadour: Have You considered the
interstate precedent in regard to careers?

Mr. DAVIES: We have used interstate
precedent in regard to salary rates. I was
very pleased we were able to come to some
agreement on salaries so promptly.

This brings mec to another point that
was raised; that is, the payment of
matrons, There are quite a few anomalies
and I hope this adjustment will limit some
of them, The final decision has not been
arrived at but it should be reached very
shortly. As I say, the award expires on
the 31st December.

Another problem arises in connection
with some sisters employed by the Public
Health Department being covered by the
Civil Service Association and others by the
federation. I thought it was wholly un-
just when the matter was first referred to
me but I had a look at the file and found
that many years ago they elected which
way they would go, This is another prob-
lem that will probably be dealt with by
effiuxion of time. Those in the Public
Health Department are perhaps older than
most of the nurses. Perhaps they are
getting closer to retirement.

Dr. Dadour: The older ones are under
the C.S.A.

Mr. DAVIES: Yes. They are the older
ones. As they are replaced, their suc-
cessors will come under the federation.
There are two who will not retire for quite
a few years yet. It is a real problem and
I do not see how we can overcome it. I
am hoping the new salaries will bring
them closer together-until the Public
Service receives another rise, when they
will draw away again.

Dr. Dadour: That is why I suggest a
salaries and wages tribunal.

Mr. DAVIES: For all of them?
Dr. Dadour: Yes.
Mr. DAVIES: If the federation likes to

raise it with me, I will deal with it.
Mr. MENSAROS: Having heard the dis-

cussion in relation to the salaries of
nurses, and So forth, I take it that hospi-
tals are under discussion. I have in my
hand a photostat copy of some pages from
Federal Hansardi which, to my lay mind,
seemed to bear out what the member for
Subiaco has been saying. This is informa-
tion given in answer to a question regard-
ing hospital charges for public and private
wards. I find that on the 1st. September,
1971, which is fairly recently, the charge
in a standard public ward in Western
Australia was $20, whereas in the other
States the charges were $15 and $16, and
$i3.50 in Tasmania. Another interesting
table shows the percentage increases since
1958. In other States the increases are
317 per cent., in South Australia 357 per
cent., in Tasmania only 110 per cent., and
in Western Australia 456 per cent.
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Mr. Davies: Could you give me the
reference?

Mr. MXNSAROS: It is the Hansard
report of the proceedings in the H-ouse of
Representatives, answers to questions on
the 4th November, 1971, at page 3117.

Mr. Davies: This comes under the Medi-
cal Department rather than the Public
Health Department.

Mr. MENSAROS: When I read this I
came to the conclusion that the member
for Subiaco was quite right In highlighting
and pointing out the importance of eco-
nomy in hospital charges. There must be
some reason for the other States having
much lower hospital charges than ours
and for their infinitely smaller percent-
age increases from 1958 to 1971. The
member for Subiaca is right in trying to
find the reason and have the situation
remedied.

Vote put and passed.
Votes: Mental Health Services,

$9,543,000; Fisheries and Fauna, $1,059,000
-put and passed.

Part 11: Housing and Labour-

MR. O'NEIL (East Melville) [3.26 p.m.]:
I want to assure the Minister that I am
not anticipating his giving me a reply to
the comments I have to make. If he does
so I will be quite happy, but he has only
recently been, appointed to that portfolio
and perhaps some of the matters I will
refer to have not specifically been brought
to his notice.

For six years, as the Minister for Hous-
ig in this chamber, I was subject to con-
stant pressure and criticism from the then
Opposition relative to three aspects of the
operations of the State Housing Commis-
sion. One was the rents being charged by
the commission, which this side of the
Chamber at that time regarded as being
exorbitant and excessive. Secondly, there
was consistent criticism from the present
Premier in regard to the policies of the
commission in endeavouring to make Its
tenants pay; namely, the policy of going,
on only relatively few occasions, to the
point of having to evict bad payers. The
third matter concerned the rebate of rent
in respect of those people who, because of
circumstances largely beyond their con-
trol, were unable to meet the economic
rent. We were given an assurance that
should there be aL change of Government
these matters would be thoroughly exam-
fIned.

I have asked questions in this Chamber
-mainly because I knew the answers--as
to the state of the rental account of the
State Housing Commission. I appreciate
it Is difficult to separate entirely the opera-
tions on the rental account as distinct
from the operations on the sale of homes
account in order to arrive at a real figure
In respect of these matters. I noted that

in answer to one question I asked it was
anticipated that the loss in rents on the
commission account for the year 1970-71
would be In excess of $600,000, and that
the loss for the previous year was $577,864.
I was appreciative of the fact that on Its
rental account the commission was in fact
losing money. It therefore had to be very
careful, in assessing the rebates it would
grant, to ensure that the majority, if not
all, of its tenants met their obligations In
respect of the payment of rent.

Having heard at election time, and for
six years before it, that our policies were
all wrong and something would be done
to make It easier for people to live in com-
mission homes and impossible for them to
be evicted, I asked a series of questions on
the 29th July, 1971, and asked, in view of
the constant criticism of the then Opposi-
tion, what the Government Intended to do
about it. The answer was, as I expected-

The question of rents, rebates and
evictions Is now under study.

I followed up those questions a little later,
and I think on the second occasion I asked
a question-on the 19th November-there
had been a change of portfolios. I asked
whether the studies had been completed.
The answer was, "No." I1 then asked what
decisions had been made. Although there
had been no study completed in respect
of the matter of evictions, I was advised-

As to evictions the commission's
policies have been reaffirmed as a con-
sequence of amending operational pro-
cedure.

I suppose instead of receiving a. pink form
saying, "Pay up or get cut," the nonpaying
tenant now gets a blue form. I thought
that was a rather remarkable explanation.

I wish to make the point that despite
six years of harping on and criticism of
the policy of the commission in respect of
non-paying tenants, the present Govern-
ment has reaffirmed the commission's
policies. I assume now when a tenant is
put out into the street he is given some-.
thing to cover his furniture. I am not being
critical of the Minister, but I want it re-
corded that the administrative policies in
respect of the operation of the State
Housing Commission have not changed to
any great degree.

This brings to mind a radio talk-back
session I heard whilst I -was travelling in
my motorcar one day. It was shortly after
the change of portfolios and the ex-Minis-
ter explained to Mr. Garry Meadows that
he no longer held the Housing portfolio.
He was replying to a query. about the
matter of eligibility and he explained that
the current level of income was being in-
vestigated.

I was amused by an answer given by
the minister. He was asked, "What do
you accomplish by raising the permissible
level of Income?" The Minister replied,
"Another 8,000 names are added to the
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list." Every State faces this problem with
low-income housing. It does not help to
make more People eligible if the funds
are not available to build more houses. It
is ridiculous to say. "You are now eligible;
but instead of waiting one or two years
you will have to wait 10 years." That
does not suit anybody.

There must be a way to decide which
people really need assistance. This prob-
lem has worried me for quite some time.
Legislative amendments were made to the
wage eligibility during my party's term
of office. in fact, the only legislative
amendments made to the State Housing
Act were made by the previous Govern-
ment. Other adjustments were automatic
and related to movements in the basic
wage. in the last 12 years an attempt
was made to rationalise eligibility unider
the State ffousing Act by legislative
amendment.

Mr. Bickerton: Before You move away
from eligibility, you are not quite right
about adding great numbers to the waiting
list.

Mr. O'NEIL: I may be quite wrong, but
the ox-Minister for Housing said altera-
tions to the eligibility level would probably
add 8,000 names to the list.

Mr. Bickerton; Just to take a figure as
an example, let us say a carpenter is earn-
ing $56 a week. If he applied for a Hous-
ing Commission home he would be eligible
at that rate of income. However, if the
carpenter's wage went up to $66 and the
eligibility was also increased to $66 the
commission will still be housing the same
carpenter.

Mr. O'NEH4 : Yes, but the point is that
between the time the carpenter on $56
a week made his application and the time
of the rise many more people would have
applied. In other words, the situation of
many more people becoming eligible would
occur at one point in time.

Mr. Bickerton: Please do not use that
expression.

Mr. O'NEIL: That is a different one. At
one point in time a carpenter would be
eligible. However, if there were aL wage in-
crease the next week and another carpen-
ter applied, the first man would get a
house whereas the second man would not.
This was a problem which cropped up all
the time. Two carpenters could be work-
ing on the same job but because they put
in applications a month apart one is
eligible and one Is not. Therefore, the
principle of determining eligibility on the
rate of income is wrong.

Different States have different methods
of assessing eligibility. The method which
appeals to me more than any other is
the one which is used in Queensland. A
system of points relating to income is used.
Ho-xever, availability of accommodation in
the. area -where the person lives, the sie

of the family, and the income of other
members of the family are also considered.
Not only eligibility but also priority is
determined by the number of points. in
other words, the more points an applicant
could accumulate under this scheme the
greater was his financial or social need for
housing. Of course, problems do still arise
but we should have a complete review of
the system under which eligibility for com-
mission homes is determined.

The aim of any scheme should be to
assist people in real need, and to ensure
that they get priority.

Mr. Bickerton: You are talking about
rentals?

Mr. Q'NEIL:, Yes. Members will agree
that there are many people who avail
themselves of commission accommodation
and retain it when in actual fact they do
not need assistance from the commission.
Some people were lucky and obtained
Housing Commission homes at low rentals
many Years ago. They are now in much
Letter financial circumstances and prob-
ably do not have the same responsibilities.
However, these people often live in large
homes at low rentals and deny others
accommodation. I cannot imagine any
commission or Government having the
courage to approach these people and say.
"Go out and find another home."

The cost of the accommodation must be
related to the circumstances of the people
concerned. We must determine where there
is a real need for housing rather than a
simple demand.

I have spoken generally so far but I now
wish to be specific. A Particular matter has
concerned me for some time. I have asked
questions and I have received information
from both the Minister for Housing and
the ex-Minister for Housing. However, I
am still not satisfied that all possible steps
ore being taken.

Members are aware that some 30 per
cent. of the loan funds made available to
the States previously under the Common-
wealth and State Housing Agreement has
to be allocated to building societies to be
further loaned to home Purchasers. This
amount is niot inconsequential; it is about
$5,000,000,

Mr. Taylor: It is $4,800,000.
Mr. O'NEIL: I think it comprise's$4,350,000 of the $12,600,000 which Is

allocated from loan funds, plus a little
of the surplus in kitty, and It
amounts in round terms to $4,800,000
or $5,000,000. Whilst I was Minister
for Housing this allocation through
building societies was made in July of
each year. I admit this was during the
period of the five-year Commonwealth and
State Housing Agreement, and the terms.
and conditions of the agreement allowed
us to get things moving as early as pos-
sible at the beginning of each financial
year. This sum of money did not last long
because there was a great demand for loans
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through building societies at a lower In-
terest rate than was available from other
sources. It is now December and the money
has not been allocated.

Mr. Bickerton: Blame the Common-
wealth for that.

Mr. O'NE3lL: Reasons have been given
but they are not entirely acceptable to us.
There is now no Commonwealth and State
Housing Agreement but the State Housing
Commission has set aside $12,500,000 from
loan funds for its own programme. The
State Housing Commission is using loan
funds for the purpose of undertaking Its
own work. There is a problem in respect
of the cost of the money which will be
available through the building societies to
the home builders' account.

But surely when there is such need for
additional input of money into the build-
ing inidustry-particularly for cottage
building-it is not beyond the capacity of
the officers of the commission to determine
a formula upon which this money may be
made available.

Mr. Taylor: I understand the building
societies have funds they cannot get rid
of at this moment.

Mr. O'NEIL: I do not know. If the build-
ing industry has a great number of unem-
ployed, the only way to employ them is to
build.

Mr. Bickerton: The building industry, so
far as I have been told, has not a great
niumber of unemployed among the build-
Ing tradesmen.

Mr. OKEFIL: This is a complete contra-
diction of the impression that one gains
outside.

Mr. Bickerton: I do not think there is a
great deal of unemployment among build-
ing tradesmen, although there may be un-
employed in the building industry gener-
ally.

Mr. O'NEIL: I suggest the Government
should look at this aspect because we are
told constantly that the area with the
maximum number of unemployed is the
building industry. A sum of $5,000,000
means that 400 or 500 houses could be
built.

Mr. Biekerton: But you have to have the
demand and the demand is not there.

Mr. O'NEIL: I do not know how the Min-
ister can say there is no demand.

Mr. Bickerton: The building societies
,still have money and obviously the demand
is not there.

Mr. O'NEIL: I was reading the report of
the Registrar of Building Societies about
the terminating societies which are co-op-
eratives run by groups of people, and the
registrar states that the availability of
funds from institutional sources, such as
terminating societies, is drying up.

Mr. J, T, Tonkin: On what date did he
say that?

Mr. O'NEIL: This statement appeared
in his last report.

Mr. J. TI. Tonkin: Their deposits have
never been higher.

Mr. O'NEIL: I admit that the perma-
nent building societies are not without a
great deal of investors' funds, but we have
to differentiate between the permanent
society that operates as a kind of savings
investment society and the terminating
building society conducted by co-
operatives for home building. The ter-
minating society's only source of funds is
from institutions, banks, and the like, plus
an allocation of funds from the State loan
fund; that is, from the home builders'
account.

In order to get as much money as pos-
sible into housing, the policy was to per-
suade the terminating society to borrow
money from banks and insurance com-
panies and match this money with an
allocation from the Commonwealth and
State Agreement Fund. However, the Reg-
istrar of Building Societies reports that
money available from terminating building
societies' institutional funds is diminish-
Ing. So why there is not more money re-
leased to them I would not know, because
I do know that when I was Minister the
terminating societies were on my back
every year to release these much-needed
funds for housing.

I know there are complications, but
surely there is a way through which the
Government could have made the money
available at a certain rate of interest, and
then following the passage of the Com-
monwealth legislation could have made
the necessary adjustment in respect of the
interest payment. If one wishes to build
a home and has to make arrangements to
borrow money no payments are necessary
until three to six months have elapsed.

For the benefit of the Premier I will now
quote from page three of the Registrar of
Building Societies' report for 1971. This
paragraph dealing with terminating
societies is at the bottom of the page, and
it reads as follows:-

Terminating societies again experi-
enced difficulties in raising institu-
tional funds.

The registrar then mentions loan guaran-
tees about which we are not concerned.
Apparently the terminating societies are
concerned about having difficulty in rais-
ing institutional funds. It may well be
that the terminating societies are not
applying the Pressure on the Minister that
they ought to be. If the Minister says there
is no demand for housing that means we
do not have a housing problem, and if
that is so I do not know where we are
going.
Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.03 p.mn.
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MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara-Minister for
Housing) [4.03 p.m.]: In reply to the mem-
ber for East Melville, I thank him for his
contribution and his graciousness in realis-
ing that I have been the Minister for Hous-
ing for only a short period. However, I
have been a member of Parliament for
some 14 years and it is not necessary for
a member to be a Minister in order to gain
some appreciation of the housing situation.

Many of the matters raised by the hon-
curable member have been hashed and re-
hashed for many years. However, he did
appear to be a little hurt over the criticism
levelled at him whilst he was Minister for
Housing. I do not think the then Opposi-
tion ever levelled criticism so much at him
as at the Goverrnent for not giving him
sufficient loan funds to cope with the pre-
vailing situation. The loan funds went in
other directions so that the Minister, no
matter how hard he tried to keep pace with
the booming housing requirement, particu-
larly on the rental side, could not do so.
Far too few rental houses were available
for far too many people, and this was the
main criticism of the then Government.
The criticism was not levelled at the Min-
ister.

In boom periods, particularly, when many
of the people require accommodation just
for a short period until the boom subsides,
the demand is great on rental accommoda-
tion. However, the boomn period subsides,
as always. There is a boom as a result of
construction and then a lull, followed by a
boom when the project involved is a going
concern.

Mr. Gayfer: Are we still in a boom stage?
Mr. 13ICICERTON: No. I would say we

are going along in a very nice financial
state at present, being governed extremely
well by a sensible Government: and this
situation will continue.

Mr. Gayfer: You will not have the same
troubles then as the Previous Minister for
Housing?

Mr. BICKERTON: At this stage I would
not think my problems would be as great
as those of the previous Minister when it
was extremely difficult to Provide accommo-
dation for all those who required it as a
result of the sudden upsurge following the
lifting of the ban on the export of iron
ore which, in turn, created the iron ore
industries and all the necessary subsidiaries
in Perth to supply those industries. The
same situation existed in the country towns
as well.

I assure the member for East Melville
that I believe he did his best when he was
Mt ~inister, but he did not have all the back-
ing he could have had from his Govern-
ment.

I have noted the other points he
raised, and rather than delay the progress
of business through the Chamber, I will
later provide him with any information he
desires.

Votes: State Housing Commission,
510; Labour, $247,000; Industrial Com-
mission, $251,000; Scaffolding, 5124,000;
Factories, $194,000; Inspection of
Machinery, $255,980; Weights and Meas-
ures, $90,000; State Insurance Office, $10
-put and passed.

Part 12: Attorney -General-

MR. COURT (Nedlands--Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [4.08 p.m.]: I rise
merely to ask whether the Attorney-
General has been able to obtain the in-
formation requested by the member for
Narrogin and me regarding the prospectus.

Mr. T. D. Evans; Do you want me to
answer you now, or during question timne?

Mr. COURT: I would prefer the infor-
mation now, thus saving time at questioni
time.

:ME. T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie-
Attorney-General) [4.09 P.m.]: The matter
has been referred to the Crown Law De-
partment and the Registrar of Companies
for advice. This was done yesterday, but
as yet I have had no communication from
them. I give the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition an undertaking that I will
furnish him with a written report.

Mr. Court: Thank you.
Votes: Crown Law, $5,257,000; Electoral,

$190,000; Licensing, $98,000-put and
Passedi.

Fart 13: Minister for Local Government
and Chief Secretary-

Votes: Local Government, $288,000;
Chief Secretary, $508,000: Registry and
Friendly Societies, $211,000; Observatory,
$103,000; Department of Correction,
53,944,000-put and passed.

Part 14: Minister for Mines-
Vote: State Batteries, 801,000-put and

passed.
Part 15: Minister for Water Supplies-
Vote: Country Water Supplies, Sewer-

age, Drainage and Irrigation, $14,013,000-
Put and passed.

Part 10: Minister for Railways-
Vole: Railways, 507,909,000-put and

passed.
Schedules A to E put and passed.
Clauses I to 4 put and passed.
Title put and Passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendmnent, and

the report adopted.

State Trading Concerns Estimates:
Tabling

Onl motion by Mr. T. D. Evans (Minister
for Education), the State Trading Con-
cerns Estimates were tabled.
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1In committee
The Chairman of Comittees (Mr. Bate-

man) in the Chair: Mr. T. D. Evans
(Minister for Education) in charge of the
Bill.

Votes: The West Australian Meat Export
Works, $5,043,000; State Engineering
Works, $2,070,000-put and passed.

Report
Resolution reported and the report

adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Mr. T. D. Evans (Minister for Education).
and transmitted to the Council.

BILLS (18). ASSENT
Message from the Governor received and

read notifying assent to the following
Bills:-

1. Coal Mine Workers (Pensions) Act
Amendment Hill.

2. Legal Practitioners Act Amendment
Bill.

3. Dried Fruits Act Amendment Bill.
4. Commonwealth Places (Administra-

tion of Laws) Act Amendment Bill.
5. Supreme Court Act Amendment Bill.
6. Administration Act Amendment Bill

(No. 2).
7. Evidence Act Amendment Bill.
S. Milk Act Amendment Bill.
9. Prisons Act Amendment Bill.

10. Motor Vehicle (Third Party Insur-
ance) Act Amendment Bill.

11. Cement Works (Cockburn Cement
Limited) Agreement Bill.

12. Rights in Water and Irrigation Act
Amendment Bill.

13. Fisheries Act Amendment Bill.
14. Justices Act Amendment Bill.
15. Western Australian Institute of

Technology Act Amendment Bill.
16. Reserves Bill.
17. Railway Standardisation Agreement

Act Amendment Bill.
18. Child Welfare Act Amendment Bill.

BILLS (2): RETURNED
1. Environmental Protection Bill.

Bill returned from the Council with
amendments.

2. Alumina Refinery (Mitchell Plateau)
Agreement Eml.

Bill returned from the Council with-
out amendment-

ENVIRONMENTAL ROTECTION BILL,
Council's Amendments

Amendments made by the Council now
I:onsidered.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr.

Bateman) in the Chair; Mr. Davies (Min-
ister for Environmental Protection) in
charge of the Bill.

The amendments made by the Council
were as follows:

No. 1.
Clause 4, page 2, line 20-Insert

after the passage "land,'t the passage
"and the coastal waters, sea-bed and
subsoil adjacent thereto".
No. 2.

Clause 17, page 10, lines 11 and 12-
Delete the words "by the Crown in
right of the State" and substitute the
Passage, "under and subject to the
Public Service Act, 1904".
No. 3.

Clause 44, page 24, line 36-Add after
the word "standing" the words "who
shall be the President of the Board".
No. 4.

Clause 63, page 37, line 21-Add a
new subolause as follows;-

(3) Where the Authority has
published the result of an ana-
lysis and a Court is satisfied that
the publication of the result or
any particular, explanation or
comment has prejudiced the pro-
per determination of any proceed-
ing under this Act the Court may
dismiss the Proceeding.

No. 5.
Clause 64, page 38, line 9-Delete

the words "any sample" and substitute
the words "a proper or representative
sample taken in accordance with ac-
cepted sampling practices".
No. 6.

Clause 70, Page 41, lines 20 to 34-
Delete subelauses (2) and (3).

No. 7.
New Clause-Add after Clause 70 the

following clause-
Trade 71. (13 Where under the pro-
secrets. visions of this Part a person is

obliged to supply information to
the Authority, or to any memn-
ber of the Authority or any
inspector, and the owner or oc-
cupier of the premises con-
cerned is of the opinion that
compliance with the obligation
will result In the disclosure of
a trade secret, the owner or oc-
cupier may within seven days
declare in writing to the Min-
ister that he objects to the
obligation in so far as it relates
to that trade secret.

(2) On receipt of an objection
made under subsection (1) of
this section the Minister may
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-after such investigation and in-
quiry as he thinks fit by notice
under his band exempt the
person concerned of the obliga-
tion either generally in relation
to the trade secret alleged or
to such extent as he may there-
in specify.

(3) Where the Minister re-
fuses to exempt a person, either
generally or to such extent as
he may specify under subsec-
tion (2) of this section from
the obligation to supply inf or-
mation, he shall cause notice
in writing of his decision to be
served on the person objecting
who may within twenty-one
days of receiving that notice
appeal to a Judge against the
decision of the Minister.

(4) An appeal made under
subsection (31 of this section to
a Judge shall be heard in
Chambers, and the Judge may
confirm, alter or reverse the
decision of the Minister and
may make such order as to the
costs of, and incidental to, the
appeal as the Judge thinks fit.

(5) In determining an appeal
under subsection (4) of this
section, a Judge may, if! de-
clining to reverse the decision
of the Minister, make an
order-

(a) prohibiting the Au-
thority and every per-
son who Is, becomes
or has been a mem-
ber of the Authority
or the Council, officer
of the Department or
other employee, ser-
vant or agent of the
Authority, from dis-
closing any informa-
tion relating to the
trade secret supplied
in compliance with
the obligation, except
In the circumstances
specified In the order;

(b) prohibiting, where any
information so sup-
plied Is subsequently
adduced In evidence
in any proceedings,
the publication of that
evidence,

and any order so made shall
be complied with notwith-
standing anything to the con-
trary contained in this Act.

Mr. DAVIES: I understand the Oppo-
sition Is agreeable to all the amendments,
as is the Government. If there is no oh-

jection. I would like to wgee to them as a.
whole. Accordingly. I move-

That amendments Not. 1 to '7 made
by the Council be agreed to.

Mr. COURT: As the Minister has men-
tioned, the Opposition raises no objection
to the procedure of taking the amendments
together. We do not oppose any of them.

I would lMe to thank the Premier for
arranging to have some amendments made
in another place in accordance with an
arrangement he made in this Chamber.
I refer particularly to the amendment
which deals with the question of appeal to
a Judge in chambers in respect of secret
processes.

I raise only one query which is purely
of a machinery nature. I do so in case a
question is raised at a later date. I refer
to the clause to be added as a new clause
after clause 70. 1 presume the Clerkcs will
be authorised to adjust the numbers. 'The
new clause is not intended to be a replace-
ment clause for clause 71. 1 have raised
this matter only for the sake of the record
In case, later on, somebody says that we
actually got rid of existing clause 71. In
point of fact we are putting in a new clause
71. and Subsequent clauses will move up
accordingly to clauses 72, 73, etc,

Mr. DAVIES: That Is my understanding
of the procedures and I think it is the
understanding of the Clerks, too.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendments agreed to.

Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

LOAN BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 23rd Septemn-
ber.

MR. COURT (Nedlands-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) r4.20 pmn.): I do not
propose to make any remarks to the Bill
at the present time. I was under the Im-
pression that It should have been dealt with
after the second item on the notice paper.
However, that matter is entirely In the
hands of the Government and I do not
question it.

It is not customary to deal at length
with the Loan. Bill. It Is more important
to deal with the Appropriation Bill (Gen-
eral Loan Fund) which will be the next
item for discussion. The Loan Bill is
largely a machinery measure and the op-
position raises no objection to It.

MR..L T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie-Minister
for Education) [4.21 p.m.]: I thank the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition for his
support and, so far as order of business is
concerned, I point out that it is a Question
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of six of one and half a dozen of the
other. The Appropriation Bill (General
Loan Fund) authorises the Government to
appropriate moneys which have been pro-
vided whereas the Loan Bill authorises
the Government to borrow these moneys
to provide for such appropriations.

I have already moved the second read-
ing, and I therefore commend the Biln to
the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr.

TI. D. Evans (Minister for Education), and
transmitted to the Council.

APPROPRIATION BILL
(GENERAL LOAN FUND)

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 14th Septem-

ber.

MR. COURT (Nedlands-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [4.26 p.m.]: This Is the
Bill which deals with the Loan Estimates.
It is the twin to the Bill which deals with
the Estimates of Revenue and Expendi-
ture. The measure before us is an import-
ant one but there has been a tendency
aver the years for it to play second fiddle
to its more glamorous sister in the form
of the Appropriation Bill (Consolidated
Revenue Fund). Nevertheless I hope in
future Parliaments, especially as we shall
debate the Estimates in the second part of
the annual parliamentary sessions, mem-
bers will be able to spend more time on
both the Revenue and Loan Fund Esti-
mates.

I know it seems to be the experience in
all Parliaments, both State and Federal,
for the Estimates to receive less attention
than they should. Somehow or other this
happens in consequence of other legisla-
tion, other motions, and other things
which are part of the day-to-day life of a
Parliament. This is not good, particularly
as members have the chance when speak-
ing to this measure to deal in considerable
detail with each of the departments con-
cerned if they so desire.

I want to make some rather important
observations in connection with loan funds
in the absence of my leader, who through
reasons the House understands, is not able
to be here this afternoon. It is not our
intention to delay the Loan Estimates by
long wearisome debate. However, some
members may have items on which they
wish to raise queries and of course it
would be beyond my control to tell the

Premier that they will not want to ask
these queries. The Premier well knows
what members of Parliament are like!
From my own point of view I want to
state as briefly as I can what we want to
get across but, at the same time, the
Premier would be the first to admit that
we cannot treat a Bill of this magnitude
lightly and without some reference to
matters of importance.

One of the problems, In my view, is that
so far as loan funds are concerned,
throughout Australia-and particularly in
the State Parliaments--the practice has
grown up to complain about the fact that
we do not have enough money, but we
never look at ways of getting enough. In
other words, we are far too pedestrian in
our attitudes towards the amounts we
receive. The general tendency seems to be
If a little more comes along each year
that is as much as we can expect.
We are literally estimating for normal,
routine type of growth and I believe this
Is quite wrong in a young country.

In fact, It is fair to say that in the
method of arriving at Loan Estimates and
in the method of arriving at the amount
of money we receive from the national
cake so far as loan funds are concerned,
the allocations do not really take care of
the two factors of growth and changing
money values.

Governments, as long as I can remember,
have been complaining that they do not
receive enough money. Usually the whipp-
ing horse is the Commonwealth Govern-
inent. In view of the fact that the Com-
monwealth Government controls the nat-
lonai coffers that is fair enough.

In all sincerity I want to advance to the
House that we will never solve the prob-
lem in the way we arc going about it. We
never seem to reach the situation where
the whole of the nation-the six States
and the Commonwealth-sit down and
look at the total problem and acknowledge
that Australia is a different place from
what is was 20 years ago. It is different
from what is was 10 years ago. The dim-
ensions and the times have changed.

Mr. Lapham: Do you think it is better
for the States to go it alone?

Mr. COURT: I will come to this Point
If the House will bear with me for a few
moments.

I believe that until we lessen the public
wrangle that takes place at Loan Councils,
with a certain amount of stage play before
the Premiers get there; with a certain
amount of stage play while they are there;,
and with an even greater amount of stage
play when they get back, we will not get
things sorted out.

This is a matter of tremendous national
significance and it Is not possible to solve
these matters in the type of atmosphere
to which I have just referred. The place
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to get things done is In the back room by
plain hard grind where the Ministers and
their advisers, or both, will achieve the
required result.

I want to make a plea-and I do not say
this in any way as a criticism of the pre-
sent Government, because the Previous
Government was in exactly the same situa-
tion-which goes far beyond the normal
approach, and I suggest that all the Gov-
erniments of Australia sit down and re-
think the situation in relation to the two
main problems confronting us.

One is the normal Problem which is
whether the growth should be fast or
slow. There are variations of what could
be fairly called the normal rates of growth.
For instance in Western Australia we
found ourselves suddenly picking up and
starting to grow at double the national
average pace; whereas previously we had
the slowest growth rate.

I have not been able to identify any
acknowledgment of this in the overall
allocation. We were lucky up to a point
because we were able to negotiate with
the various companies and get them to
contribute moneys towards development
which they were undertaking under
agreements with the State Government,
which agreements were ratified by Parlia-
ment.

We were able also to negotiate with land
developers, for instance, and we were suc-
cessful in getting them to contribute
moneys. We now have the situation where
the amounts we are dealing with in the
Budget form a comparatively small pro-
portion of the total amount.

I invite the attention of members to the
Minister's speech when he introduced his
Budget on the 14th September. We find
the amount that will be spent on total
works and the housing programme for
1971-72 is $185,000,000. Yet in the actual
Estimates we are dealing with rather an
entirely different figure; we are dealing
with something in the vicinity of
$88,894,000. The amount of money that
has come from Private sources in some
areas is fantastic. I do not think People
realise how much we have had from those
sources.

if this were not done there would be
places in the developmental areas that
would not have water, that would not have
schools, that would not have hospitals,
and would not have power. It Must be
appreciated that these are the areas which
are producing the nation's wealth.

I suppose it is fair enough for a Federal
Treasurer of any Political colour to shrug
his shoulders and say, "When the wheel
squeaks loudly enough we will give It some
grease."

There is no doubt that the Wheel Is
squeaking and that the squeak is getting
louder, because we are now running into
the second phase of development. It Is all

right when we start places like Mt. New-
man, Paraburdoo. Dlampier, anid others, but
when we get to the second phase of de-
velopment in these places we get what we
set out to achieve and we trigger off the
second phase of growth.

Mr. T. D. Evans: This is where the shoe
starts pinching.

Mr. COURT: This is the important phase
of growth. The first phase is the catalyst-
to get the people into the areas-but now
the catalyst is working and we find the
shoe is pinching. It is certainly Pinching
the local authorities. It is also pinching
the Government and we must now start to
review the situation at a national level.

This is the first type of growth for which
we must provide. It is really providing for
a normal growth at varying degrees.

Whether it is developing slower or faster,
I think it can still be regarded as a normal
type of growth. The other type of growth
in which we must interest ourselves is the
type of growth for which Australia is crying
out and I refer to that type of growth
which comes out of great national projects;
bold projects.

If I were asked to list one of these
national projects I would immediately pick
the Snowy Mountains project. That was
a project of monumental proportions and
one that commanded attention throughout
the world. Australians loved it, because
It was something about which they could
boast with some Justification.

This Is th e type of thing we need in Aus-
tralia so that we may get the Australians
to lift their sights and aim higher instead
of believing the Pessimistic nonsense we
hear talked. We must have faith in these
projects even though People are inclined
to laugh when we talk about having faith
in things. But there is room for this.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Let us call it vision.
Mr. COURT: This brings me to the next

point. We have heard it said with some
Justification that it is beyond the financial
capacity of the State to cope with the
tremendous Project of trying to open up
our outback country. This should not be
done on the basis of a mining town here or
a mining town there, but on the basis of
a great Permanent region In the back
country; and I refer to the Pilbara, the
Murchison, and the eastern goldfields. We
should Provide them with the two vital
ingredients of water and power.

These schemes cannot be attacked on
a State level; they must be approached on
a national level; they must be removed
from the normal budgetary level of the
State; and I hope the Government will
start to get these things moving. In my
experience when one first starts talking
about these things people do not respond:
but if one keeps on talking about them
they become a Possibility and with con-
tinual reference they eventually become
a Probability, and one then realises one is
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entering into meaningful negotiations in
connection with water, gas, power, and so
on, together with the projects that go with
them.

Many of these things will be Possible If
we apply the right thinking and action.
Australia has so much going for It if we
could only harness our efforts in the right
direction,

I would now like to mention one or two
general points and say that the loan
funds for the whole of Australia need re-
thinking. I acknowledge the fact that
States like Victoria and New South Wales
have demands for reasons different from
those experienced by us. They have pinch-
ing shoes because of overconcentratlon in
some of their capital cities and they must
break this open.

We, on the other hand have pinching
shoes because we must spread our services
to remote areas and provide people with
the way of life to which they are entitled.
There is no excuse for our having second-
class citizens merely because they live in
distant places. I believe that such people
deserve priority of treatment.

The old form of pioneering days has
gone, but there are still people opening
up the remote areas of the State and it is
up to us to make life bearable for them;
to give them conditions they will enjoy
rather than let them live under conditions
which are completely unbearable.

This leads me to a number of specific
Items which I will cover as quickly as I
can. Those. who have read the Minister's
speech will recall that he talked about the
amount being available for 1971-72 as
$88,894,000 of which new borrowings com-
prise $00,720,000 and loan repayments
$5,067,000. There is also a grant from the
Commonwealth of $19,600,000 and an un-
expected balance-I presume this should be
an unexpended balance-in the fund at
the 30th June, 1971, of $3,507,000. I think
that should read "unexpended balance"
though I daresay that anything that is
unexpended. in the Treasury is unexpected!

As was explained by the Treasurer there
was a difference in the amount because of
the changed method of treating housing
funds. I come back now to the earlier point
I made and invite members to look at page
1309 of Hansard for the 14th September,
1971. If they look at the dissection made
by the Minister they will see that the
amount that we are really talking about is
£185,455,000 and not $88,894,000.

In other words this is more than double
the amount covered by our Estimates. I do
not think it is fully realised how much
comes from domestic funds; out of such
organisations as the State Electricity
Commission and the Railways which gener-
ate funds within the system itself. In that
case the domestic funds amount to
$35,311,000. There is of course also anl
amount of Just over $11,000,000 from non-

Government contributions. In some years
the non-Government contribution has been
In excess of that figure.

The other significant point is the in-
crease in the amount approved, but which
still has to be raised, for semi-Govern-
ment instrumentalities. Last year the
figure was $17,790,000 whereas this year
the amount will be $24,462,000.

Members will recall that at one stage we
managed to make some progress and
approval was given f or these statutory
authorities to borrow up to $200,000 which
was a very modest sum. As we got approval
this amount was Increased by $100,000 to
$300,000. 1 think the time has come when
the Government should press for this fig-
ure to be increased to $500,000.

Mr. T. D. Evans: It was raised by the
Premier who pressed for $450,000. But
even though he was supported by all other
Premiers he was unsuccessful.

Mr. COURT: We appear to be on the
same wave length. Whether the amount
be $500,000 or $450,000, it is the same for
all practical purposes. When we con-
sider the requirements of hostel authorities
and that sort of thing we must realise
that we do not get very much for $300,000.

I believe there are sources of money
that can be tapped provided the Com-
monwealth Government and the Loan
Council will agree to this. It is amazing
what ingenuity is shown by some of these
semi -Government authorities particularly
if they are given a lead.

Mr.' T. D. Evans: I suppose the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition is aware that
this year's allocation to the high school
hostels authority has largely been utilised
to provide a hostel at Port Hedland.

Mr. COURT: The Government will finish
up with the crazy situation to which I
have referred. The Government should
try to get different grades of approval; I
do not think they should be restricted to
one figure; there should be greater flexi-
bility. The Minister has hit the nail on
the head. For double the cost the Govern-
ment will build in the north a hostel of
the same size that it would build in the
south. The figure should be lifted to
$500,000 and I hope the Government will
break through and develop a series of
amounts in accordance with the require-
ments of the particular semi-Government
organi sation.

There is no danger so far as State
finances are concerned, because even
though the limit is $300,000, $400,000, or
$500,000 control will still be in the hands
of the Treasurer. The G-overnment of the
day will control the reins; the authority
will not be able to waltz off on its own
and borrow at will. So I hope we can In-
crease the provision of money for semi-
Government authorities while at the same
time lift the limit of their borrowing,
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Mr. T. D. Evans: I am sure the Treasurer
will be resolute In his determination to
continue trying until he succeeds.

Mr. COURT: I have covered most of
the points I wanted to make, but there are
one or two further items on which I wish
to touch. Reference is made to the In-
stitute of Technology and mention is made
of a vote of $4,083,000. Here again, how-
ever, only $l,131,000 comes out of the State
funds, because this is one of the institu-
tions that gets a great deal of assistance
from outside the State. I refer also to the
amount of money available for power. As
we know the Treasurer found himself in
difficulties in connection with obtaining
finance for the State Electricity Commis-
sion and accordingly he has had to bring
in an increase in the cost of power for fund-
raising purposes.

I would be remiss if I did not refer to
the fact that in the past he has harangued
us on this point. I can still visualise my-
self sitting on that side with the then
Premier on my right and being on the
receiving end of a harangue, night after
night, based on the use of water supplies
and the S.E.C. as "taxing machines," I
would be remiss if I did not record the
fact that we nate the Premier's predica-
ment, and whilst we do not agree with the
methods he is employing we nevertheless
acknowledge that the S.E.C. is desperately
short of funds.

This comes back to an observation I
made earlier, and I say this in all sincerity
with the intention of being helpful. It
Is a great help to a Government if, when
it is talking to the Commonwealth Govern-
mnent, it can say the Opposition supports
it.

I believe this question of power is some-
thing in which financially we are com-
pletely out of phase. The fact that we
were the fastest growing State-at one
time we were growing at double the rate of
the others-has never been taken into
account in our loan funds. one of the
instrumentalities which must of necessity
feel this first and worst is the S.E.C. I
do not believe we are facing up to this
problem properly. 1 am not saying the
S.E.C. and the Government are not doing
all they can with the money available to
them: what I am saying is that there must
be a complete re-think because I foresee
that we will go down the drain in regard
to export potential at a national level if
we do not get Into a completely new -type
of Power. If we could superimpose 1 ,000
megawatts of Power-as if by magic-
over what we already have, at a cost of
0.5c per unit, we could immediately gener-
ate for the nation $300,000,000 a year in
extra export income from the production
of aluminium ingots, In spite of the
general world downturn, there are people
who want to negotiate that type of propo-
sition.

So, in putting forward this idea of a
new dimension in loan funds outside of
normal growth factors, I believe the Gov-
ernment is on sound ground if it is pre-
pared-with the co-operation of the
Opposition if the Government so desires.
and I hope it does-to have this matter
completely re-thought at the national
level. In other words, the Government
should try to get into a new dimension
and a new tempo of growth. The classic
example, or the one we understand best,
is the S.E.C. situation because it is near
to us and it is quite serious. If we cannot
keep up a greater tempo of growth in this
sphere we will find ourselves in dire straits
by 1975 to 1977. I believe that Parlia-
ments of today have some responsibility
for the situation which will apply five or
10 years hence. I do not believe we should
attend to things only from year to year.

I wish to make only two other points.
The first is in connection with the Ord. I
hope that the problems of development
there will not cause the Government to
retard the development. The other night
I mentioned the fact that there must be
a change in our land laws up there If we
are to get people of the size we need com-
mitted by contract to undertake big de-
velopment in respect of irrigable land as
well as pastoral land. I have never been
one of those who believe that size should
be the arbiter; what is done with the land
is the important factor.

If we make a start now I believe we will
commence to ease the burden of the Ord
project. I believe this project will be one
of the greatest in the State. Long after
mineral projects have lost their glamour
this project will be one with which we will
be proud to associate ourselves.

My final point is in connection with pro-
ductive activities in this State. As an
example. I refer to such things as reaffore-
station. If we can direct our loan moneys
towards that sort of effort, we will be likely
to receive a return and show a handsome
profit-as well as do something desirable
for the environment-in regard to at least
one area of loan fund expenditure.

Mr. T1. D. Evans: An allocation is made
for that purpose this year.

Mr. COURT: Yes, but we never seem to
have enough. The great heartburn of
Treasurers is that most loan items do
not pay their keep in the economic sense;
in other words, one cannot see a return
of 6, 8. or 9 per cent. We often hope that
such things as the railways will show a
return, but they rarely do.

I think that covers all I wanted to say.
As 1 said, we are endeavouring to co-oper-
ate with the Government and to assist its
legislative programme. However, my leader
was anxious that we should say something
about the way we feel on this general ques-
tion. I am sorry time does not permit us
to go into more detail On it. I support the
Bill.
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MR. LEWIS (Moore) [4.51 p.m.]: I do
not propose to delay the House very long.
Perhaps the Minister might be in a posi-
tion to indicate to the House, with refer-
ence to the recently announced Common-
wealth grant of $20,000,000 for school
buildings, whether any conditions are
attached to that grant; whether the grant
is to be additional to the State's normal
allocation for this purpose; or whether the
vote will be reduced by a similar amount.

In this regard I would make a special
plea to the Minister. He has found It
desirable to defer the construction of a
high school at Moora, despite his an-
nouncement when he introduced this
measure that the project would be com-
menced this year. I would hope that the
additional funds to be made available to
the Minister will enable him to reconsider
the priorities with a view to replanning
this building. I think there is some justi-
fication for replanning with a view to
calling tenders later in this financial
year. or at least very early in the next
financial year, in order to ensure that the
building will be ready for occupation early
in 1973. 1 leave it at that. Perhaps the
Minister may comment.

The other question I would like to raise
concerns Aboriginal housing. I notice that
the amount Provided for Native Welfare
Department building including furniture
and equipment is $100,000 which, of course.
is a very small stun. The main items
are described as conventional and trans-
itional housing. I notice in the schedule
that the amount provided for housing has
been increased to some $23,700,000; the
amount last year was much less. I under-
stand the State Housing Commission will
henceforth be responsible for not only
the building but also the financing of con-
ventional houses for natives. Perhaps the
Minister might be in a position to indicate
whether a fixed Proportion of that amount
will be used for Aboriginal housing. Per-
haps the Minister might not be in a posi-
tion to answer my query, but he could
at least indicate to the House that the
matter of conventional housing for natives
is receiving due attention.

MR. GAYFER (Avon) [4.54 p.m.]: I
wish to raise only one query concerning
the Assistant to the Treasurer in that
portfolio and also his portfolio of Attorney-
General. The People of Brookton have
been expecting the construction of a court-
house and Police station complex. I am
rather surprised to see that it is not in-
cluded in the Estimates and I have received
no notification that the project will not
continue, although I understand there is
some doubt now owing to the general
tightening up of expenditure. I would not
like to put a question on the notice paper
in this regard, so perhaps the Minister
could investigate this matter and give me
an answer. Has the project been deferred;

and, if so, for how long? The land has
been acquired, and everything is ready to
go.

MRt. T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie-Minister
for Education) [4.55 p.m.]: Perhaps I
should refer first of all to the query raised
by the member for Avon as it falls into
the easy basket, I will certainly make an
inquiry and in due course-that is, within
a week-give him the information he
seeks.

I thank the Deputy Leader of the Op-
position for his general support of the
measure. I would assure him that the
Government finds itself in complete agree-
ment, probably for the first time during
this session, with the comments he made.
I can assure him that it will be the honest
endeavour of the Treasurer, at Loan Coun-
cil and at any other level, to force most
vigorously the view that Australia as a
whole must consider and give greater
attention to meeting the needs of this
great continent of ours, and also to devis-
ing more realistic means of finding the
capital to finance those needs.

In reply to the member for Moore, I was
fortunate enough this morning to see a
copy of a telegram sent to the Premier by
the Prime Minister wherein details were
furnished of the $20,000,000 grant to the
Government for primary and secondary
schools. The only guidelines suggested-
and I use that word deliberately-by the
Prime Minister are that such funds are
not to be used for the provision of science
blocks or libraries In secondary schools, as
those facilities are already covered by
specified Commonwealth grants; that the
capital moneys to be provided shall com-
mence with the commencement of 1972
and continue to June, 1973-in other words
an 18-month period will be covered-
and that the moneys are to complement
funds already provided by the State for
capital needs. It is hoped by the Prime
Minister that the State will not accord-
ingly diminish its capital plans; In other
words, that the work previously contem-
plated will continue and further work
will be commenced.

Mr. Lewis: When will the money be
available?

Mr. T. D. EVANS: It is hoped It will
be available from the beginning of the
1972 calendar year and it will cover the
period concluding in June, 1973.

In reply to the comment of the hon-
curable member concerning the high school
at Moora, I can assure him that now that
these moneys have become available--and
the Government has already notified the
Federal Minister for Education and Science
that the State is willing to participate,
and is grateful for the grant-the State
must, of necessity, re-think its determina-
tion of priorities already made. At this
stage until we get our bands on the money
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it may be a little premature to say more
than that. I thank members for their sup-
port of the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr. Bate-

man) in the Chair; Mr. T. Di. Evans (Minis-
ter for Education) in charge of the Hill.

Votes: Railways, $8,105,000; State Elec-
tricity Commission, $3,200,000; Public
Works, $30,067,000; Metropolitan Water
Supply, Sewerage and Drainage,
$9,087,000: Mines, $35,000: Housing,
$23,900,000; Agriculture, $600,000: Forests,
$600,000; Fisheries, $49,000; Industrial
Developm'ent, $200,000; Other State
undertakings, $6,751,000; Sundries,
$300,000-put and passed.

Schedules A to C put and passed.
Clauses 1 to 3 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.

Third Reading
Hill read a third time, on motion by

Mr. T. D. Evans (Minister for Education),
and transmitted to the Council.

QUESTIONS
Replies

MR. J. T. TONKIN (Melville-Premier)
[5.05 p.m.]: Mr. Speaker, is it necessary
for me to move a motion for the questions
to be taken now?

The SPEAKER: Yes.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN': I move-

That the questions be now taken.
Question put and passed.

QUESTIONS (11): ON NOTICE
1. HEALTH
Medical Services: Shire of Dundas
Mr. HARTREY, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Is he aware of the serious in-

adequacy of medical services now
confronting the people of an area
comprising the towni of Norseman
and the surrounding Shire of
Dundas?

(2) What steps does he Propose to
take-and how soon-to cope with
the existing medical emergency?

(3) Will he give immediate consider-
ation to having the above localit-
ies declared a "region" within the
meaning of section 12 (1) of the
Medical Act, 1894-1968?

2.

(4) Would he favourably consider the
need for amendment of this Act so
as to remove unreasonable obstac-
les to the registration in this State
of additional medical practition-
ers?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
(1) and (2) 1 have given much atten-

tion to the question of medical
services in the Norseman area. At
present Norsemnan receives two
visits per week from the flying
doctor.

(3) This is being done.

(4) Consideration would be given to
the removal of obstacles if they
are accepted as unreasonable. This
matter is under national review.

HEALTH
Polychlorinated-biphenyls: Office

Copying Equipment
Mr. A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Health:

Is he able to report further on the
use of polychilorinated biphenyls
in office-copying equipment?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
A request has been made to the
Commonwealth Health Depart-
ment to investigate and limit the
use of polychlorinated biphenyls
on a national basis.
Since this matter was reported in
the Press, Kodak (A/asiat.) Pty.
Ltd. and Rank Xerox (Aust.) Pty.
Ltd. have advised me that the
material is not used in their
photocopying products.
Since the answer was prepared I
have been able to ascertain that
polychlorinated biphenyl is not
used in Photocopying anywhere in
Australia.

3. MEDICAL UNDERGRADUATES
Practice: Access to Subjects

Dr. DADOUR. to the Minister for
Health:
(1) floes he agree that in clinical sub-

jects such as medicine, surgery,
etc., the teaching of undergradu-
ates in the faculty of medicine
cannot take place successfully
without the staff having access by
right to patients so as to practise
their subject?

(2) (a) If his answer is "No"' how
could this be done:

(b) If his answer is "Yes" why
does he still contemplate re-
fusing such access by right to
the Practice of their subjects
by the university staff of the
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laboratory disciplines as these
are almost as closely associ-
ated with patients as the
clinical subjects and without
which access no teaching can
proceed?

(3) floes he agree that lowering the
standards of teaching of medical
undergraduates is not to the best
interest of the State?

(4) If so, why then does he consider
forcing this upon the paraclinical
disciplines by taking away their
access by right to the practice of
their subjects from which so much
teaching material and teaching
exercises are derived?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
(1) Access to patients is an arrange-

ment between the hospitals and
the medical school.

(2) (a) Not applicable.
(b) Access has not been refused.

Until the whole question has
been resolved I am not pre-
pared to comment on what I
might be contemplating.

(3) Yes.
(4) See (2.) (b) above.

4. PUBLIC 'HEALTH LABORATORIES
Wastage of Space

Dr. DADOUR, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Why is there such vast unallocated

space in tile plans for the Public
Health Laboratories?

(2) Why is there so much space for
photography?

(3) Did he reappraise the plans since
coming to office?

(4) Why are the laboratories so vast
and costly?

(5) floes he plan an independent com-
mittee of non-Public Health ex-
perts to appraise the State health's
present and future plans in the
interest of the State's economy?

'Mr. DAVIES replied:
(1) Because of the redistribution of

space already referred to in my
answer of 0th December, there will
be no unallocated space.

(2) There will be no space for photo-
graphy as this will be required
for other purposes.

(3) Yes.
(4) The space allotted is inadequate

for existing requirements.
(5) No. The questions of planning

and economy are constantly be-
fore us.

5. PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT
STAFF

Work in Sir Charles Gatrdner Hospital
Dr. DADOUR1, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Is there any recruitment of State

health staff proceeding now, on
the assumption the State health
will do the diagnostic work at the
Sir Charles Gairdner hospital?

(2) Were any of the present pathol-
ogists at the State health labora-
tories promised-
(a) University status?
(b) they would do the diagnostic

work at the Sir Charles Gaird-
ner Hospital when the medical
centre was established?

(3) If "Yes" to (2) (b), when, by
whom, and by whose authority?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
(1) No.
(2) (a) I am not aware of any.

(b) No.
(3) Not applicable.

6. SIR CHARLES GAIRDNER
HOSPITAL

Dia gnostic Work
Dr. DADOUR, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Why must the Minister wait until

the buildings are nearly finished
before making a decision on who
will have the Sir Charles Galrdner
Hospital service?

(2) Is he able, Independently of the
Commissioner of Public Health, to
make a decision favourable to the
university and which decision was
previously made by the previous
Government?

(3) Why won't he implement the res-
olution of the clinical staff of the
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital to
have the university laboratory de-
partment perform the diagnostic
work at Sir Charles Gairdner
Hospital?

(4) Does he know several clinical staff
members of the Sir Charles Gaird-
ner Hospital will resign if the uni-
versity laboratories do not get the
diagnostic work?

(5) Did members of the clinical staff
of the Sir Charles Qairdner Hos-
pital ever visit a Minister for
Health to complain about the
service given by the Public Health
Laboratories?

Mr. DAVIS replied:
(1) Please refer to my answer to your

question 23 of 2nd December last.
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(2) 1 do not know what decision of
the previous Government this
refers to.
That is why I have the fie here,
because I am not certain.

(3) As far as possible the recent reso-
lutions of the clinical staff are be-
ing used as a basis for the devel-
opment of laboratory services.

(4) No.
(5) 1 am aware that the previous

Minister met a deputation and I
gather was not impressed with the
arguments put forward.
once again I have not hid time
to cheek.

7. PATCH THEATRE AND
NATIONAL T HEATRE

Tours of Countryj Schools
Mr. HUTCHINSON, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Will he list the country schools

programme carried out In the last
full year of operation by Patch
Theatre touring company?

(2) Will he list the country schools
programme for the same period
carried out by the National
Theatre?

(3) Will he list the country schools
programme carried out by the
National Theatre in the last full
year of operation before Patch
Theatre commenced its country
schools tours?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(1) The Education Department does

not possess detailed information
regarding the Patch programme.
Departmental records show that
in 1970 Patch Theatre touring
company visited a total of 68
secondary schools (Government
schools--16 metropolitan and 24
country. Independent schools--
14 metropolitan and 14 country).
8,482 students attended- (Gov-
ernment schools 5,870; independ-
ent schools 2,612).

(2) In 1970, the National Theatre
gave performances to 42,758 stud-
ents in 235 schools. The distri-
bution of the schools was as
follows--

Metropolitan-22.
South-west-5O.
Great Southern-i?.
Central wheatbelt--42.
Northern wheatbelt-46.
Eastern Goldftelds/Esperance--

28.
Murchlson-6.
North-west and Kimberley-24.

(3) In 1968, performances were given
to 51,724 students in 216 schools.
The distribution was as follows:-

Metropolltan-93.
South-west-B.
Great Southern-O.
Central wheatbelt-32.
Northern wheatbelt-5O.
North-west and Kiznberley-17.

8. DOOR TO DOOR SALESMEN
Legislation

Mr. BATEMvAN, to the Attorney Gen-
eral:

In view of the ever increasing
complaints by residents that they
are being pestered by door to door
salesmen of an evenling as late as
11 p.m., will he bring about legis-
lation to limit such actions on any
day unless by appointment?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
I am sympathetic to the motive of
the question and will examine the
matter during the recess.

9. YUNDTJRTIP CANALS
DEVELOPMENT

Offer of Finance: Withdrawal
Mr. RUSHTON, to the Premier:

Has he Proof-anid if so will he
table the relating documents-
that a serious offer to finance the
Yundurup canals project to the
extent of $ 1.75 million was avail-
able after 4th September 1970 and
consequently withdrawn after 9th
December, 1970, as a result of the
Lands Department's letter to Miss
Watters of that date containing
restrictions regarding the time of
dredging?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
I have nio reason to doubt Miss
Watters' written advice to the De-
partment of Industrial Develop-
ment and Decentralisation that a
first mortgage loan of $1,500,000
had been negotiated with a fin-
ance company in Switzerland.

10. GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS
Electric Typewriters

Sir DAVID BRAND, to the Premier:
(1) Is it the intention of the Govern-

ment to equip Government depart-
ments with electric typewriters in
lieu of the present manual mach-
ines?

(2) Have any electric machines been
issued to any department to date?

Mr. J, T. TONKIN replied:
(1) NO.
(2) Only for special application where

the machines are essential.
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11. STAMP DUTY ON RECEIPTS As I see it. the House by motion

Commonwealth Collect ion

Sir DAVID BRAND, to the Treasurer:
What amount did the State receive
from receipt duty collected by the
Commonwealth for the financial
year 1970-71?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
$35,889.46.

QUESTIONS (5): WITHOUT NOTICE
RADIO SESSIONS

Contempt of Parliament
Mr. COURT. to the Speaker:
(1) What is the official position re-

garding the inquiries being made
by the former Speaker (the late
Mr. Merv Toms) and by yourself
in respect of the information
given to the House by the mem-
ber for Avon about some state-
ments alleged to have been made
on a local radio station derogatory
to members of Parliament?

(2) Does the comment made in Corn-
niittee by the Premier in replying
to my submission on part 1 of the
Estimates of Revenue and Expen-
diture refer to the whole or part
of this matter or was there an-
other tape related to another radio
station?

(3) In any ease, has the Premier the
authority to make a decision on a
matter of this kind which binds
Mr. Speaker and the Parliament?

The SPEAKER replied:
(1) The late Hon. J. M. Torns, Speaker

of this House. sought an apology
from the radio station concerned
and at the time of his death no
apology had been received. The
matter rests at that point.

(2) My information is that the re-
marks by the Premier were dir-
ected to a taned recording from
another station, with particular
reference to himself.

(3) Neither the Speaker nor the
Premier may make a decision for
this House. The House is the
master of its own destiny.
Since assuming this office I have
been examining the possibility of
having our Standing Orders
amended to bring them into line
with the British Parliament and
the Commonwealth Parliament on
the matter of privileges.
The two Parliaments each appoint
a standing committee known as
Privileges Committee, which has
the powers of a Select Committee.
and can call for Persons anid
papers.

2.

brings to the notice of members
of the commnittee, any breach and
after it has made full investiga-
tions, it submits a report to the
House which then decides what
action if any is to be taken.

IRON ORE

Royal Commission: Premier's Statement
Mr. COURT, to the Premier:

On what grounds did he tell the
"A.M." (A.B.C.) programme on the
8th December, 1971, to quote his
words--

The point that seems to stand
right out in this is that the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition
was aware of the situation for
years about which he bad com-
plained in the Hlouse-?

I refer Particularly to the words
"was aware of the situation for
years." I have the balance of the
Quotation if the Premier would
like me to read it.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
In reply to the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition, all members know
full well that the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition, when on this side
of the House in Government,
never at any time gave expression
to the information and beliefs to
which he has now given expres-
sion concerning the time in ques-
tion.
If these things had been occurring
-and I must assume that they
were-they did not occur just after
the Brand Government went out
of office. They were occurring for
a number of years, apparently.
before the Government went out
of office.

Mr. Court: That is the Point I was
trying to get clarified: why the
Premier said "for years."

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The development
in connection with iron ore has
been taking place since 1963.

Mr. Court: But the matters com-
plained of were not from that
time.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition did not
make that clear.

Mr. Court: Yes, I did. I am sorry I
did not want to interrupt the
answer.

Mr. J1. T. TONKIN: Will the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition say for
how many years?
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Mr. Court: I was seeking an explana-
tion of why the Premier said "for
years" because that implies
several years.

Mr. J. T.TONKIN: Because I believed
the Deputy Leader of the opposi-
tion was referring to the period
during which the iron ore develop-
ment has taken place. I under-
stood the complaint was in con-
nection with the original approach
to Hancock and Wright.

Mr. Court: Not in the atmosphere of
my main complaint. It was prior
to the election.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: If the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition seeks
clarification of this point I would
need to know to what period his
remarks actually relate. Was it
one year, two years, three years,
or more?

Mr. Court: The Premier has answered
my question.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Then we are both
satisfied.

Mr. Court: Substantially, because the
Premier is obviously not thinking
of a specific date to relate to the
main complaint.

Mr. J. T1. TONKIN: I thought the
reference was to what had been
occurring during the time of the
agreements in connection with
iron ore and the disposition of
temporary reserves. I do know that
it was for more than one year.

Mr. Court: x was referring, principally,
to the main intimidatory tactics,
and that is what the question was
about.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I do know from my
examination of the files what
Hancock and Wright were being
told. Despite their requests for
renewal of temporary reserves,
they were being renewed on a day-
to-day basis. That was for more
than one year.

Mr. Court: It does not go back for
years and years, as implied.

Mr. .1. T. TONKCIN: I assume, and I
think quite rightly, that it was
during that time that Hancock
and Wright were pressing for the
renewal of temporary reserves and
not getting them that the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition was ex-
periencing these tactics about
which he complained.

3. DAY ACTIVITY CENTRES
Shortage

Dr. DADOUR, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Is the Minister aware that there

is an acute shortage of places In
day-activity centres for severely

retarded children and that this is
causing undue hardship to their
parents?

(2) Does the Minister realise that uar-
gently needed expansions at the
Fremantle day-activity centre can-
not be undertaken by the Slow
Learning Children's Group be-
cause of uncertainty regarding
the ultimate use of the land by
the Education Department?

(3) Will the Minister arrange that
compensation for the existing
building be paid in the immediate
future so that a new and enlarged
building may be erected on land
owned by the Slow Learning Child-
ren's Group in Fremantle?

(4) Will the Minister seek out land in
the Woodlands area where there
is urgent need for another day-
activity centre which could be
built by finance both from the
Commonwealth and that already
held by the Slow Learning Child-
ren's Group, north-west suburbs
branch?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
I have to thank the honourable
member for some notice of the
question. However, I was not able
to check with the department con-
cerned so I may not be able to
give the information sought pre-
cisely.
(1) I know quite well, from speak-

ing to Dr. Guy Hamilton, that
there is a constant shortage
Of Places in day-activity
centres. I also know from
correspondence this does cause
more than a little concern to
some people, and I am aware
of the problem. However, I did
not realise the position in re-
gard to Fremantle.

(2) I have to say, "No."
(3) As it appears some action will

take place once compensa-
tion has been paid, I will ask
the department to find out
what is happening.

(4) I have previously received
some suggestions regarding
land in the Woodlands area
from a private individual as-
sociated with the group. The
matter does not seem to have
been finailsed. I will ask the
department to hurry on, or
look elsewhere If possible.

4. MAIN ROADS DEPARTMENT
Contractors, and New Equipment
Mr. JALIIESON (Minister for Works):

Yesterday I undertook to obtain
information to complete the
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answer to a question asked by the
Leader of the Opposition. The
question ref erred to the total cost
of new equipment, and the reply
relating to the years 1968 to 1971
was satisfactory. However, for the
year 1971-72, I had figures only to
the 30th November, 1971.
I am now Informed by the Main
Roads Department that the
estimate, so far as it Is able to
judge at this stage, is that
approximately $2,000,000 will be
spent on plant purchases. The
amount to be spent on new equip-
ment will be considerably more
because this year the department
is indulging in the purchase of a
considerable amount of camp
accommodation. A new system of
camps will be used for some
workers: they are mobile systems
and will last for a number of
years. This will be a completely
new departure and if the cost was
Included the figure would be con-
siderably larger. This is not a
departure from the normal pro-
cedure.

Mr. Court: Thank you.

5. PUBLIC RELATIONS, PROMOTION,
AND RESEARCH OFFICERS

Terms of Service

Mr. J. T. TONKINq: (Premier):
On the 25th Nw ember the mem-
ber for Dalel asked a question re-
garding public relations officers.
and -.;t that time I was unable to
supply details. I now have the in-
formation but I think it would be
preferable if I were to table the
reply.

The information was tabled.

CONSUMER PROTECTION BILL

Returned

Bill returned from the Council with
amendments.

Council's Amendments: In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr. Bate-

man) In the Chair; Mr. Taylor (Minister
for Consumer Protection) in charge of the
Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendments
made by the Council are as follows:-

No. 1.
Clause 6, page 4, lines 1 and 2-

Delete paragraph (g) and substitute
the following:-

(g) One shall be an appointee
of a union or society of
employers.

No. 2.
Clause 14, Page 7-Delete subclause

(2) and substitute the following:-
(2) The Council may co-oper-

ate, affiliate, or consult with other
organisations that have the
Power to make investigations of
the nature referred to in subsec-
tion (1) (a) of this section.

No. 3.
Clause 19, page 12, line 19-Delete

all words in the subclause after the
word "Shall" and substitute the follow-
ing:-

(a) obtain a warrant to do so
from a Magistrate or Justice
of the Peace which warrant
the Magistrate or Justice of
the Peace is authorised to
issue upon being satisfied
that the entry is sought in
good faith for the purpose of
carrying out any investiga-
tion or enquiry under this
Act;

(b) display to the person, if any.
affording him entry-

(I in the case of the Com-
missioner, a document
signed by the Minister
and certifying that he
is the Commissioner;
and

(ii) in the case of anl
authorised person, a
document signed by the
Commissioner and cer-
tifying that that per-
son is an authorised
person.

No. 4.
Clause 20, page 12, lines 28 to 36-

Delete subelause (1) and substitute
the following:-

(1) A person is not obliged to
answer any question or fur-
nish any information pursu-
ant to section 19 unless the
Commissioner has reasonable
grounds for the belief that
such person is able to materi-
ally assist in such investiga-
tion or enquiry as is men-
tioned in that section and
unless he has first been in-
formed by the Commissioner
that he is required and is
obliged to answer such ques-
tion by virtue of that section
and he has been given
sufficient notice to enable him
to obtain the information or
ascertain the answer as the
case may be.
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NO, 5.
Clause 20, page 13, line 13-Delete

all words after the word "4against" to
and including the word "consumers"
in line 14 and substitute the follow-
ing:-

paragraph (b) of subsection (11
of section 21 of this Act

No. 5.
Clause 22, page 14, line 1-Insert

after the word "who"p the passage
"without reasonable excuse".

Mr. TAYLOR: I move-
That amendment No. 1 made by the

Council be agreed to, subject to the
following further amendment:-

Line 3-Delete the words "an
appointee" and substitute the
wards "a member".

The amendment made by the Council pro-
rides that one member of the consumer
affairs council shall be an appointee of a
union or society of employers. It has been
established that "an appointee" should
read "a member".

Mr. O'NEIEL: This is the third attempt
the Committee has made to straighten out
this particular clause and we on this side
agree with the latest amendment.

Question put and Passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to subject to the
Assembly's further amendment being made
by the Council.

Mr. TAYLOR: I move-
That amendments Nos. 2 to 6 made

by the Council be agreed to.

Mr. MENSAROS: The Opposition does
not oppose the amendments. I would like
to say it is a Pity the Minister did not
agree to the original amendment pro-
posed by the member for East Melville.
As amendment No. 2 stands now, it is
worse than the original and worse than
the amendment proposed by the member
for East Melville. Under this amendment
the council will not be able to affiliate with
overseas bodies. However, the Minister
agreed to the amendment and we do not
raise any objection.

Mr. TAYLOR: The member for Floreat
Is off course. This particular clause ap-
pears In the New South Wales legislation.
and the New South Wales body is currently
affiliated with overseas bodies. It is affi-
liated with a wide range of bodies. The
Government could not agree to the original
amendment put forward by the member
for F'loreat, and a major reason was that
it required that before affiliation became
effective details should be laid upon the
Table of the House-that this Chamber
should have the final say in regard to
aflation. No other body in any other
State had this requirement.

it would Place the council in an
invidious position if the other States agreed
to affiliate with an international body and
the Western Australian council had to say
it could not do so until it received the
authority of Parliament. We had to insist
that this amendment be not carried.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendments agreed to.

Report
Resolutions reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILLS (2): RETURNED
1. Appropriation Bill (Consolidated Re-

venue Fund).
2. Loan Bill.

Bills returned from the Council with-
out amendment.

PILBARA REGION
Future Development: Motion

Debate resumed, from the 2nd December,
on the following motion by Mr. Court
(Deputy Leader of the Opposition);

That in the opinion of this House-
(1) Future development of the

Pilbara region should conform
to the principles planned and
being followed by the previous
administration, namely:-

Natural resources to be
developed by groups capable
of developing and operating
on an approved basis to en-
sure economic stability and
security to the region over
a long term.

The programme to provide
for iron ore mining opera-
tions which will permit be-
neficlation, upgrading, in-
tegration and processing
(including production of
metal) of all types of ores
on a basis to avoid excessive
early mining of high grade
ores without proper regard
for the long term objectives
that are economically prac-
ticable through co-ordinated
and rationalised large scale
development.

Co-operation with Aus-
tralian and multi-national
corporations and the Com-
monwealth and other State
Governments to develop
large tonnage export steel
complexes in Western Aus-
tralia and in the Eastern
States through the economic
and co-ordinated use of
Western Australian iron
ore and other indigenous
materials and Eastern
State's coal.
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All towns, railways, ports,
power, water, education,
health and other com-
munity facilities to be so
planned and co-ordinated
that they expand as logical
developments of the initial
regional framework al-
ready established and thus
avoid duplication and frag-
mentation of development
so that the overall objec-
tives of stability, long life
and maximum economic re-
covery of resources are not
defeated or inhibited.

The royalties, rents, com-
mitments for. essential ser-
vices and community facili-
ties and other developments
such as ore beneficlation,
upgrading, Integration and
processing and contribu-
tions in lieu of commit-
ments avoided because of
use of established facilities,
will not in the case of new
projects under negotiation
or negotiated in the future
be such as to give these new
projects advantages over
established projects or
those currently under con-
struction.

Where contributions are
made to the Government by
new projects In lieu of
actual provision of essential
services and community
facilities then such contri-
butions will where practic-
able be spent on the devel-
opment of the region with
the object of encouraging
and assisting consequential
regional growth and com-
munity facilities which. will
encourage more people to
make the Pilbara region
their permanent home.

Implementation of a
policy of diversification of
Pilbara products and indus-
tries, including other min-
erals, fisheries, agriculture,
chemical processing and
tourism to give greater
economic and social
strength to the region and
thus further encourage per-
manent residence of famil-
ies.

(2) The Commonwealth Govern-
ment should be approached
to participate In the provision
of community facilities and
essential services related to
the development programme
and thus improve the overall
export economics from an

internationally competitive
point of view as well as per-
mit maximum Australian fin-
ancial participation and the
consequential growth which
will produce the maximum
benefits to the region, the
State and the nation.

MR. MAY (Clontarf-Mlnister for
Mines) (5.35 lp.m.]: I feel like the person
who jumped from the aeroplane with a
parachute and, 100 feet from the ground,
wondered whether the parachute was go-
Ing to open. Everyone seems to have lost
interest In this particular subject but I
can assure the House I have not.

It is the normal procedure to expound
on a motion that has been moved, but it is
not my intention to go right through the
motion moved by the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition. I think it is incumbent
upon me to make a number of observations
in connection with this matter.

When the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion moved this motion he Indicated that
he was not doing so on a controversial
basis and he did not think it was a matter
that would be controversial; but unfor-
tunately it seems to have developed Into
a controversial Issue. I would like to deal
with some of the points made in regard
to the Pilbara area by the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition which I think should be
straightened out as far as the Govern-
ment Is Concerned. Firstly, I would like
to get the matter of the Pilbara plan out
of the way, and I say here and now that
the motion moved by the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition is very similar to a
Press statement made by the Premier on
the 26th June this year. I will go so far
as to inform the House what the Premier
had to say on the 26thi June so that we
can draw a parallel with the motion moved
by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.

The Pilbara plan has been in the news
for quite some time and, quite frankly,
I have endeavoured to find the plan men-
tioned by the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition but, although I have searched
through the files myself and had my
officers search through the files, we have
not been able to locate the plan. I make
the reservation that a plan can be In the
mind of a person who is particularly
inte rested in an area like the Filbara. but
not necessarily put down on paper. I feel
quite sure the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition had a plan for the Pilbara. and
it was obviously his intention to announce
the plan at some time.

In regard to the announcement made
by the Premier on the 26th June, the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition said that
if the previous Government had not gone
out of power an announcement would have
been made in connection with the Pilbara
plan. This is very strange because on the
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files I have with me in the House there
are a number of references and letters
written by the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition-who at that time was Min-
ister for Industrial Development-indica-
ting It would be some considerable time
before a plan would be made known and
that a considerable amount of difficulty
was being experienced by the then Govern -ment in trying to formulate a plan for
the area.

That is quite definite; it is on the files.
Following my election to this particular
office, I can appreciate the difficulty the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition had in
endeavouring to reach agreement and
announce a plan. on the 26th June-onily
four months after coming into office-
we announced this plan.

It is not difficult to assess what is re-
quired in regard to the Pilbara area. It is
difficult to co-ordinate what one would
like to see in the Pilbara area but I do
not think it is difficult to assess what Is
required in the area. The plan announced
by the Premier is very similar to that
announced by the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition when he moved his motion in
Parliament. I think I should read the plan
announced by the Premier because in
essence it Is the whole crux of the motion.
I might add that we could circumvent this
motion by deleting the word "Previous" in
the fourth line of the motion and by In-
serting the word "Present," because that is
exactly what should be done; but it Is not
my intention to move an amendment to the
motion because of the time factor. I
would like members to look at the motion
and consider whether we could insert the
word "present" instead of the word "pre-
vious" in the fourth line. to overcome the
situation.

The plan announced by the Premier on
the 26th June, 1971, was as follows:-

The future development of the P11-
bara iron ore region will as far as
possible be based on ports, railways,
towns and services already established
or planned for the area. The Premier
for Western Australia, The Hon. J. T.
Tonkin, said this today when he
announced that the State Government
bad approved broad guidelines for the
development of the Pilbara.

He said the Government policy was
aimed at achieving optimum benefits
from existing facilities. In order to do
this it was essential that each project
have the longest possible life in order
that maximum use be made of com-
pany and State facilities, such as
schools, hospitals, power and water
supplies.

The need for additional associated
works would be carefully considered
and planned as a logical extension of
present development on a regional and
national basis. 'Unless this was done

individual projects with their own an-
cillaries at present-day and future
costs would be extremely difficult to
bring to fruition.

When granting future rights of
occupancy over iron ore reserves and
subsequently negotiating for the de-
velopment of deposits the Govern-
ment's main objectives would be:-

Planned development w it h
optimum use of infrastructure
to ensure that Pilbara iron
products enjoy a long term
place in the world market.

The maximum recovery of natural
resources of ore of all grades,
and types, with logical exten-
sions into more sophisticated
fields of ore integration, up-
grading, beneficiation, pro-
cessing or alternatively the
Production of metal both in
the region and in other parts
of the State and in Australia.

A new deep water port with con-
nection by rail to the iron
ore deposits of the Pilbara,
and to the existing railway
system on a Joint develop-
ment and use basis with the
State being responsible for
overall co-ordination.

Sharing of townships, water sup-
plies, railways and other ele-
ments of infrastructure by
the iron ore companies to
achieve maximum utilisation
with the State being respon-
sible for overall co-ordination.

Blending of different grades of ore
to obtain maximum recovery
of the mineral and production
of a marketable product on a
long term basis.

If that plan is compared with the motion
moved by the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition, it will be seen that there is very
little difference between the two. It is one
thing to announce a plan, it is quite an-
other thing to be able to put the plan into
operation. We feel we are on the right
track with this plan. We have not deviated
from the plan we announced on that date,
and it is not our intention to do so.

As far as we are concerned, everybody-
and I mean everybody-will be given equal
opportunity to explore in the Pilbara area
and come up with a viable proposition. I
say this because there are already two
other joint ventures In the Pilbara area at
the present time and we sincerely trust
they will get off the ground in the very
near future,

When we announced this plan the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition was
critical of the fact that certain deposits of
iron ore had been allocated to certain
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Companies. At one stage he also mentioned
In this House that the previous Govern-
ment had told Texas Gulf it had no right
to be on Rhodes Ridge. That is all very
well, but looking back on the files it will
be clearly seen that negotiations and
correspondence had taken place with Texas
Gull for many months prior to the pre-
vious Government's going out of office, and
there is nothing-I repeat, nothing-on
any of the files to indicate that Texas
Gulf, by way of letter or by any other
means, was given notice to quit the Rhodes
Ridge venture.

In other words, we had a de facto
situation wuere a company was exploring
for deposits of iron ore not only at Rhodes
Ridge, but also at MeCamey's Monster.
This was known to the then Government
but no action was taken to instruct
the companies to leave the area. When
we came Into office the companies had
invested a vast amount of basic capital in
the exploration of the two areas. I do not
intend to mention matters which are sub
judice, but Rhodes Ridge and McCamey's
Monster are not.

Texas Gulf has been at Rhodes Ridge
for a considerable time. I wonder what
the situation would have been had we,
when we came into office, told Texas Gulf
they could no longer remain at Rhodes
Ridge. I can imagine what would have been
said and the reaction of overseas investors
had we recognised an overseas company
aS an exploration concern and then told
it to quit the area after it had expended
a considerable amount of money.

Mr. Court: I can assure you it would.
not have had a friend in the mining world.
The company should not have been there
and it knew it should not have been there.

Mr. MAY: I agree with the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition. However, there
was no indication by the Government that
these people should leave these areas.

Mr. Court: I do not know what the
Mines Department did, but as far as I was
concerned Mr. F'ogarty had no authority
at all.

Mr. MAY: Mr. Fogarty was not told in
writing that he should leave the area.

Mr. Court: He was told in writing.
Mr, MAY: This seems to be the same

old story. The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition says he was told in writing.

Mr. Court: Mr. Fogarty was told in
writing.

Mr. MAY: I have looked right through
the file and there is no letter to that effect.

Mr. Court: What the Minister has said
up to date intrigues me even more than
it did the other night. We must get to-
gether and do same Sherlock Holmes stuff.

Mr. MAY: That may be so, but It Is my
Job to present the facts in so far as I
know them.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
said that events which are taking place in
the Pilbara area are of great magnitude
and are very far-reaching in their Im-
plications, We do not quarrel with this
statement because the Government feels
this way too. We are currently looking
to the mining industry to provide some
stability in the economy of the State and
Australia. We are also hoping the mining
industry will assist in the recovery of the
rural economy. To achieve this result we
have to make sure the overseas investors
are fully confident about coming to West-
ern Australia and investing their money.

We are attempting to establish this
confidence and I am sure the overseas In-
vestors are aware of our intentions. We are
receiving letters weekly which indicate
that overseas countries would like to Invest
In industries we are hoping to establish
here.

Mention was made of the temporary
reserves, and it was agreed that a tempor-
ary reserve gives the holder of the rights
of occupancy the right to explore and
negotiate. I would like to point out to the
House we have inserted a further clause
In the new rights of occupancy conditions.
I 'will read this to the House so that
everyone Is aware of what is going on. The
clause we inserted reads as follows:-

The occupant shall not enter into
any arrangement to transfer any
direct or indirect interests in the
rights of occupancy without first
obtaining the written approval of the
Minister which approval may be
given or withheld in the discretion of
the Minister.

Mr. Court: That is a good provision.
Mr. MLAY: I feel It is a very worth-while

provision.
Whilst the Deputy Premier and I were

in Japan, we said that we recognised the
work accomplished by the previous Gov-
ernment In developing the north. We
stated it was our intention not only to
follow the same line but to accelerate it.
The member for South Perth made refer-
ence to the speech I made at Newman
when I opened the primary crusher. I am
fully in accord with the actions of the
previous Government, but I feel It did not
fully grasp the situation. If It had we would
not now faice this untenable situation.

This is the difference between the two
Governiments; when we came to power we
were Prepared to do something. We did do
something and It is recognised throughout
the world that there is a green light show-
ing in the State of Western Australia at
the present time.

The member for South Perth mentioned
another matter. I am not being critical
but I would like to record the facts. In
his speech he referred to the committee
which was formulated to look into the
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development of the Pilbara area. He said
the members of the committee knew
nothing whatsoever about Iron ore. This
is passing strange because the very people
who are on this conumittee, with the ex-
ception of the Deputy Premier and myself,
are the officers who were responsible for
the itial negotiations with Mount Golds-
worthy, Mount Newman, Hatnersley Iron,
and Robe River. It is hard to understand
how we ever got such large projects
off the ground if these men knew nothing
about Iron ore.

Mr. Grayden: Just look at their experi-
ence and qualifications!

Mr, MAY: Look at the end result. Some
of the biggest mining projects in the
world today were negotiated by these very
people.

Mr. Grayden: You should go by experi-
ence and qualifications.

Mr. MAY: We achieved the results.
Mr. Grayden: Yes, but not necessarily

the best results.
Mr. MAY: This is where the member

for South Perth and I differ.
Mr. Grayden: I suggest that the advisory

committee should be much larger. People
with qualifications and experience and
representatives of the mining industry
should be included.

Mr. MAY: The member for South Perth
may have a point. This committee con-
sists of the Under-Secretary for Mines--

Mr. Grayden: He is not a mining man
and he has no mining experience.

Mr. MAY: The chairmen of directors of
big companies receive their information
from specialists, such as geologists. We
have a Director of Geological Surveys
In the Mines Department, and we obtain
information from him. All these depart-
mental heads obtain information from
experienced people.

Mr. Grayden: You have dealt with the
Under-Secretary for Mines. Go on to the
next one.

Mr. MAY: The Director of Industrial
Development.

Mr. Grayden: No, someone with a back-
round knowledge of mining.

Mr. MAY: The Director of Engineering.
Mr. Grayden: Who is that?
Mr. MAY: Mr. Don Munro, the Director

of State Engineering who was responsible,
with Mr. Parker, for the magnificent
dredging Job at Port Hedland.

Mr. Grayden: Those two have no know-
ledge of mining.

Mr. Court: The three men the Minister
mentioned are the key men in basic nego-
tiations. They have more experience than
anyone in the world.

Mr. MAY: One does not keep a dog and
bark oneself. One must carefully choose
people to whom one goes for Information.

Mr. Grayden: You haven't a single man
with mining experience.

Mr. MAY: The term is co-ordinator.
These men co-ordinate the information re-
ceived from such places as the Chamber
of Mines. They negotiated such proposals
as Robe River, M.I.M., and Texas Gulf.
We have bad discussions with the engineer
for Texas Gulf and such men as Mr. Ken
Sutz and Mr. Gavin Newman. Mr. New-
man is recognised as one of the best
engineers in Australia. He will be in charge
of the M.I.M. project at McCaniey's
Monster. Men such as these give us the
benefit of their advice.

Mr. Grayden: The next person Is the
Assistant Crown Solicitor.

Mr. MAY: Our experience shows quite
definitely that we must have someone with
legal knowledge to advise us.

Mr. Grayden: Of course.
Mr. MAY: When we are dealing with

overseas and interstate solicitors we must
have someone legally experienced to talki
their langauge.

Mr. Grayden: I can appreciate that. I
say by all means keep those four on the
authority but enlarge the authority.

Mr. MAY: I think the member for South
Perth is overlooking the fact that we have
a geological survey section with two men
of world repute available all the time.

Mr. Grayden: At the same time these
are not the men making the actual deci-
sions.

Mr. MAY: I have explained the situation.
if the member for South Perth is still dis-
satisfied with my comments I can only
indicate to him what we have done in the
past and what we intend to do in the
future. If our plans do not work out,
obviously we will have to reconstitute our
committee. We are doing everything poss-
ible to ensure that the development of the
Pilbara is not retarded.

A motion was moved to this effect but
all that has happened since the motion
was moved is a continual rubbishing of the
Pilbara area. The development of the
Pilbara area has been overshadowed by an
adverse publicity campaign. We should get
on with the job of developing Western
Australia. The quicker we do this the
better it will be for all concerned.

I will say this to the member for South
Perth: Until such time as I am proved
wrong I will continue to administer my
department in the way I think it should be
administered. I will answer the questions
in the way I Whink they should be answered
having regard for all the circumstances.
I would also like to Point out that when
I took over this portfolio there was a back-
log of 00,000 applications at the Mines
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Department. The officers are working two
and three nights a week and the backlog
is now reduced to 34,000 applications.

The drafting of the new Mining Act is
nearing completion. it has been with the
Crown Law Department for about two
months and the officers are working flat-
out. When I replied to a question by
saying that we fire finding difficulty in
getting time to Produce the answers, the
member for South Perth turned around
and said. "This information should be
available."

The officers in the Mines Department
are working at top Pressure all the time.
I will stand by them. I am responsible
to the Premier and the Premier is respon-
sible to the Government. Until such time
as the Premier tells me I am not doing
my Job I will carry on in the way I have
done.

Mr. Grayden: Are you suggesting no
decisions have been made by this advisory
committee?

Mr. M4AY: That is not so.
Mr. Grayden: Don't you hear about

them?
Mr. MAY: As we go along we find many

matters which require investigation. I do
not want this to develop into a clash be-
tween the member for South Perth and
myself. However, I would like to say this:
He asked me a question, "What pre-
cautions is the Mines Department taking?"
Surely if I tell the member for South
Perth and the Press the precautions we
are taking they are no longer precautions?
I am quite satisfied that our attempts to
establish security in the department are
proving adequate. If I discover the pre-
cautions are not adequate, I will find other
means.

Mr. Grayden: You insinuated that Han-
cock and Wright were responsible.

Mr. MAY: I did not. The member for
South Perth read that in a newspaper. If
he looks at Mansard he will see what I
actually said. I did not interject last
night when the honourable member read
this out.

Mr. Grayden: You said these documents
fell Into the hands--

Mr. MAY: I would like to return to the
main issue and say a few words in con-
nection with the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition's remarks about mafia-like
tactics. I feel he did not mean to use this
word. Unfortunately the word has been
grasped by the media, and it is now some-
thing we have to live with. If these
mafia-type tactics were employed during
the time the Liberal Party Goverrnent
was in power it was incumbent upon that
Government to seek advice from the
C.I.B. or some other source and not wait
until there was a change of Government
to say that there were mafia-type tactics
being used by certain people. The Deputy

Leader of the Opposition in this House
complained about the adverse criticism
that was being levelled against himself and
his colleagues whilst the matter in ques-
tion was sub judice. He said that some
action should be taken, but what action
was taken by the then Liberal Party
Government?

It was a shame this matter was raised
in Parliament at the time it was raised.
It should have been raised long before the
Liberal Party went out of office in Feb-
ruary, 1971.

I now wish to return to the plan that
was laid down in regard to the Robe River
development. This is a project that has
received a great deal of publicity of late,
and when the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition was speaking, I asked him, by
way of interjection, where he would be
getting the additional depositzs for the
Robe River project. He told me that these
deposits were to come from the existing
areas in the Pilbara. It is all very well
to say that the deposits are to come from
the existing areas in the Pilbara region.
At present the limonite Robe River de-
posits would be about 400,000,000 or
500,000,000 tons. If this company or pro-
ject is to have a long life it is obvious that
another 400,000,000 or 500,000,000 tons of
iron ore have to be obtained. It would be
of no use to establish a town at Panna-
wonica and also one at Wickham-which
is to be the town established at Cape Lam-
bert-if the company did not have addi-
tional tonnages of iron ore.

To say that this additional ore can be
obtained from the Plbara area is not be-
ing sincere. We know where we can get
these additional tonnages from, but we
were unable to find any information on
the fies where this additional ore was to
be obtained, following the statement made
by the previous Minister for Industrial De-
velopment. This is the question I asked the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition whilst
he was speaking in this House. By way of
Interjection, I asked: "Before you sit down,
could you indicate wvhere the additional
deposits would come from?", but he did not
do this. He merely said that they would
come from the overall Pilbara area but for
significant reasons he and his colleagues
could not allow this operation to be the
subject of a minute to be put through the
files. However, as I have said, we could not
find any information on the files relating
to these additional deposits.

Mr. Court: That is something you will
not find in the official files for reasons You
know.

Mr. MAY: That is right. Obviously I
would like to deal with this plan at length,
because I feel that the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition has made a complaint to
Parliament that the present Government is
not proceeding along the lines along which
the previous Government would like us to
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-roceed. However, I think the few words
I have said will indicate to the House that
the present Government took the oppor-
tunity to do something after assuming of-
fice and al ter tour months in office it de-
vised a plan which is now working.

We have been generally accepted by the
majority of companies with which we have
been doing business. We feel we are headed
in the right direction. We hope to be able
to announce further allocations of areas
in the near future. This will be done in an
unbiased manner. Everybody will be given
an opportunity to look at the additional
areas we will be opening up and I am sure,
from the information we will be able to
obtain from the Geological Survey Branch
of the Mines Department we will even-
tually see additional areas being developed
in the Pilbara. The representatives of both
the IHamersley and the Newman group, and
the representatives of other new companies
have been to see us since we took office.

They have told us that they can nego-
tiate with us and they agree that the pre-
sevt Government is acting in a correct
manner. I will not deal with this subject
any further. The motion has been on the
notice paper for a long time and I think
the two people who would like to see it
removed from the notice paper are myself
and the officer in charge of the Govern-
ment Printing Office. I would be remiss if
I did not indicate to the House the confi-
dence I have in the Mines Department
staff. I believe this is something the mem-
bers of this Chamber should realise: that
is, that these officers are working day and
night in an endeavour to promote what we
hope will be the largest industry in West-
ern Australia. It will be an industry which
we feel will be our salvation. The Mines
Department does not deal only with iron
ore. Every facet of mining, and also petrol-
eum, is dealt with in the Mines Depart-
ment.

To expect the officers of that department
to suspend all their activities so that they
can concentrate on one Particular issue to
obtain Information is impossible, and we
would not be doing our duty if this were
allowed to happen. As I pointed out to the
member for South Perth the answers we
gave him contained information which we
consider to be correct and I hope, in view
of the current negotiations that are tak-
ing place with large companies, that, later,
when we resolve the situation, we will be
able to make this information available
to him. By that time I hope to have the
new Mining Act presented to Parliament
and all the Pieces will, I hope, fall Into
place.

It is my intention to introduce the new
Mining Act to Parliament in March next
and it will remain in Parliament for three
or four weeks so that everybody can have
an opportitnity to study it. ]Following that,
all members are invited to express an

opinion on it and, so far as I am concerned
any amendment that is considered to be
legitimate will be accepted. If everybody
co-operates with the Mines Department in
the same way as overseas companies and
the iron ore companies are doing I am sure
we will come up with something satisfac-
tory to Western Australia. I oppose the
motion. I feel it is on a parallel with a
motion that was announced by the Premier
on the 26th June. 1971, and there is no
further need for comment.

MR. COURT (Nedlands--Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [6.08 p.m.]: I thank
the Minister for Mines for his reply to the
motion I introduced, although, like him.
I regret the fact that we are having to de-
bate it under extreme pressure. I feel
that I am ill-fated with the motions I
introduce to Parliament. I can recall the
one I introduced in 1956 and the then Pre-
mier-The Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke-coming
to me and saying, in a good humoured way,
at about three o'clock in the morn-
ing, "If you like to make yourself un-
popular with your colleagues you can now
reply to the motion you moved in the
House." I feel I am in the same situation
now because every member is watching
the clock.

However, I want to emphasise that the
motion was introduced in good faith as
a matter of tremendous national signi-
ficance. Before I proceed I want to say
that I acknowledge the fact that the Mini-
ister for Mines, when this particular Issue
became controversial so far as the tactics
adopted by certain gentlemen were con-
cerned;' very quickly and frankly acknow-
ledged a difficult situation had been created
between the present Government and
these particular people. Politics being
what they are, I know the Minister could
have remained silent on the matter, and
in view of the fact it would have made
it more difficult for me on this side of the
House to demonstrate to members and to
the public exactly what the situation was,
I would like him to know that we under-
stand that it takes some political integrity
and courage to take the action he did and
that it has not gone unnoticed so far as
we are concerned.

Mr. Grayden: I would like him to say
something to substantiate the statement
he made.

Mr. COURT: Time will not permit me
to go into a great deal of detail, but I
think the Minister has answered the
member for South Perth quite adequately
and has given the same answer I would
have given. In regard to the action we
took when we found this situation, the last
thing we would want to do would be to
make the details public. The fact remains
that the member for South Perth has been
approached by a person who admits he had
access to documents.
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Point o/ Order
Mr. GRAYDEN: on a point of order,

Mr. Speaker, I ask that the statement
made by the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion be withdrawn. I would point out that
somebody rang me in the last two days
and explained the situation to me.

The SPEAKER: What are the words
the member for South Perth wants with-
drawn?

Mr. GRAYDEN: That I admitted I had
been in contact with somebody who had
official documents.

The SPEARER: I did not hear those
words said.

Debate (on mnotion) Resumed
Mr. COURT: I think I can explain the

situation. The member for South Perth
has triggered off unnecessarily. I said
that he had admitted somebody had
told him he had access to certain papers.
That Is only giving proof to the fact that
there are problems. There were problems
for us and for the present Government.
The Minister has gone as far as he can go.

I will now go quickly through one or two
points I want to cover before I sit
down. Because of some remarks that
were made I feel morally bound to
make it clear that the main purpose of
the motion was lost in the publicity that
followed, The controversy that occurred
over the 'tactics of certain people took
over the headlines and the main purpose
,of the motion was completely lost, and
virtually no reference to it has been made.

Our objective was to record a Policy
that was being followed; the concept that
had been accepted and was being imple-
mented. I am disappointed that the Min-
ister speaking for the Government has
seen fit to give the impression there was
no plan, because this is quite wrong.
What the Premier announced on the 26th
June last was what we -would expect the
Government to do after being in office for
a while and he said, in effect, "We will pro-
ceed with a certain line of attack." How-
ever, the Minister did not even refer to a
document of which he, the Premier, and
the Deputy Premier has a, copy.

This document contained an extremely
lengthy series of questions and the answers
I gave to those questions on the 23rd
March last. They received a consider-
able amount of publicity. We can refer
back to the files themselves and see the
Papers written on this subject to demon-
strate to people the type of policy we were
following. To substantiate that one has
only to ask the overseas people, the local

mining people, and some of the officers
working in the department who worked
so closely with me as a well-knit team.
These were the officers whom the Minister
bas acknowledged as being first-class men
and who have become what they are
because of the experience they had on

this plan. This Proves the plan was well
and truly fixed in the minds of all the
people working with us.

For example, there was the introduction
of Lilienthal to conduct certain studies
after much progress had been made. There
were studies made on water, towns, rail-
ways, ports, and other matters, and ar-
rangements were also made for Maunsells
to come in and supplement the work done
by our own people. I was the one who said
to the Government, "DIo not let us bring
in one of these expensive concerns to do
all the planning work."

Mr. May: That is not a plan; that is
only common sense. You did not have a
Plan.

Mr. COURT: We announced all these
things dozens of times. The officers that
were working with me can produce plans
indicating the alternative routes of rail-
ways, that were worked out, and a host
of other things. We did not put all the
detailed information about possible area
allocations on to the ffles for good reason.
We had good reason to believe that had we
put that information into a Cabinet minute
and circulated it, within a matter of 72
hours at the most we might as well have
sent a copy of the minute to certain
people.

The other question asked by the Minister
for Mines was: "Why was no action taken
by the Brand Government in respect of
these tactics?" That is a fair enough
question and I would like to answer it in
a different way, but the simple fact is
that, whilst we were very concerned about
these tactics and they were discussed by

mue 'with Cabinet and the Premiler, we
hoped, right up to the 30th January of
this year, that common sense would prevail.
We even asked these people to nominate
somebody who was reputable and had the
capacity to sit around a table and work
something out.

Mr. May: You said these were tactics
to wh~ich Australia is unaccustomed.

Mr. COURT:. That is right.
Mr. May: If that is so, surely it was

serious enough for you to report it.
Mr. COURT: We discussed the matter

in Cabinet, but we hoped they would still
sit around the table with us to negotiate.
I come back to what I was saying. We
suggested they might nominate someone
of integrity and experience and give himn
authority to work out a proposition with
the Government, because quite obviously
we would never reach the situation where
we could negotiate across the table with
Hancock and Wright. This was our ex-
perience on several occasions, when other
agreements were worked out with third
parties.

I still come back to the point I made
earlier. if there were any problems and
anything wrong was done by the Brand
Government or the Mines Department it
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was that they were more human than
legal; and I think most people, including
the Minister's own offiers, have learnt the
lesson. Things cannot be done in this way
with this type of person. It Is unfortunate,
because I believe the best results are
gained by dealing with these International
and local people involved in this
magnitude of development, on a goodwill
basis, always of course, finishing with a
ratified agreement which becomes the
document binding everyone.

It is impractical for me, because of
effiuxion of time, to speak any longer. I
have, by interjection, answered the query
about Texas Gulf. If they say they were
not told by me-

Mr. May: I did not say that. I said
there was nothing in writing to tell Texas
Gulf to get off Rhodes Ridge.

Mr. COURT: I do not know what the
Mines Department did.

Mr. May: Can you honestly say you
wrote a letter telling them they were on
Rhodes Ridge on a de facto basis?

Mr. COURT: I could not write for the
Mines Department. But I did write myself
to Dr. Poggarty and I -spoke to him many
times and told him he was spending money
at his own peril. What else could I do? I
could not believe that people would go on
and do this under those circumstances,
That is what he was told, and he cannot
deny it. I told him in New York and I told
him in Perth, and his man was told the
same thing. Regarding whether the Mines
Department served notice on him, I would
not know because it was not my duty.
responsibility, or right to be concerned
with that department's detailed procedures.

I am sorry the Government has adopted
the attitude it has. I hope that when all
the smoke has died down the Government
will find the contents of the motion of
assistance to it when dealing with people.
I know Governments do not like conced-
ing anything to Oppositions, but when all
the facts are determined and fall into
place, the Government will find we did
set the pattern. No-one can dispute that
the railways, the ports, and the towns are
established and the clear imprint is there
for all to see. The railways, ports, and
towns are there because they conform to
the pattern that the co-ordinator and all
his team who worked with me so closely
were responsible for developing in accord-
ance with the Government's policy.

I hope the House will, in due course,
consider this matter on a proper basis. I
only wish I was allowed t6 table some of
the documents which set out very clearly
In a series of publications, plans, addresses,
reports, and statements exactly the way the
Brand Government had proceeded through-
out the life of the project. It is quite
wrong, unfair, and historically incorrect
to say the plan started on the 26th June,
1971, when the Premier made his an-
nouncement-

Mr. May: We did not say that. We said
we announced a plan.

Mr. COURT: -because the biggest
project of its kind had been achieved long
before that.

Mr. May: We are not taking credit for
what was done.

Mr. COURT: I hope the House wvill
support the motion.

Question put and negatived.
Motion defeated.

APPROPRIATION BILL (GENERAL
LOAN FUND)

-Returned
Bill returned from the Council without

amendment.

CONSUMER PROTECTION BILL
Council's Message

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
further amendment made by the Assembly
to amendment No, 1. made by the Council.

CLOSE OF SESSION
Comnplim entaryp Remzarks

MR. J. T. TONKIN (Melville-Premier)
[6.20 p.m.]: Thanks to the co-operation
of the Opposition in both Houses and to
the good sense of all members we have
been able to complete the important
business of the session within a reasonable
time. Unlike many previous sessions we
will not be here into the early hours of
the morning trying to complete the
business.

Mr. Gayf or: Because you have at sensible
Opposition,

Mr. J. TI. TONKIN: I1 would like to
express my appreciation for the way the
business has been dealt with and to say
we have had some unusual experiences this
year. The unfortunate death of your pre-
decessor, Sir, brought problems, Lnd it did
look at one stage as If it would be neces-
sary for us to sit right up until Christmas,
and ordinarily that is what would have
occurred. However, because of the realistic
and sensible attitude adopted by mnembers
we have been able to complete the impor-
tant business. I made It clear when the
session commenced that we had no Inten-
tion of trying to deal with all the business
which bad been on the notice paper. But
we have been able to deal with the impor-
tant business in a satisfactory manner
which is cause for congratulations.

We are In a different situation for
another reason, too, because usually at the
endi of a Parliament some members are
retiring to seek re-election. However none
of us must face an election next year and
therefore we can probably put a little more
warmth into the greetings we extend to
one another.

1-249



[ASSEMBLY.]I

I would like to extend to you, Mr.
Speaker, our very best wishes for a merry
Christmas and a happy and prosperous
New Year. You have not occupied the
Chair for a long period, but you have
demonstrated you are prepared to settle
down to the serious consideration of the
responsibilities of your office. You will,
no doubt yourself be looking forward to
the break between now and when business
is resumed early next year.

I would like to extend also to the Chair-
man of Committees, who has had a new
experience in the job and who has done
it very well indeed, the very best wishes
for the Christmas season. We look for-
ward to seeing him carry on his duties
next year; and the same goes for the
Deputy Chairmen of Committees who as-
sist the Chairman from time to time.

'To the Clerk and officers of Parliament
we also extend sincere Christmas greetings.
The Sergeant-at-Arms will not be with
with us when Parliament resumes next
year. He has been in the position which
be has filled with great satisfaction to
Parliament since 1950. He goes about his
job with a quiet and efficient courtesy
which is very much appreciated. He dis-
charges the responsibilities of his office in
a way which leaves nothing to be desired.

Colonel, we express thanks to you firstly
for the contribution you have made to the
work of the Parliament and, secondly, for
the way you have carried out your job.
We extend to you the very heartiest and
sincerest Christmas greetings and we wish
you good health and a long life. It has
been a pleasure for me, personally, to be
in Parliament whilst you have been in
your position, and the man who follows in
your footstps will have a considerable
task in front of him If he is to maintain
the standard You have set in this H-ouse.

Several members: Hear, hear!
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: We have called on

the Hansard staff to Work a little longer
than normal, and theirs is a very arduous
task towards the end of the session. We
extend to the Chief Hansard Reporter and
to his staff, our appreciation for no
slackening in the usual excellent standard
of the work which they do in correct
reporting.

We must not overlookl the Controller of
this House, and his good wife. They have
quite an onerous job to do in the Parlia-
ment and they discharge their responsi-
bility particularly well. To them we extend
the season's greetings.

I would not overlook the Constable who
daily and nightly looks over us from the
public gallery, and ensures that nobody
comes in with a bomb or anything else
which might create a disturbance. His
task has not been a difficult one, it is true,
but nevertheless it is a comfort to know he
Is there to ensure the decorum of Parlia-
ment is maintained.

To the Leader of the Opposition, to the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition and mem-
bers of the Liberal Patty, to the Leader of
the Country Party, to the Deputy Leader
of the Country Party and Country Party
members, I am pleased to extend the
warmest season's greetings.

'To my Deputy Premier and ministerial
colleagues, and my supporters who have
loyally stood by the Government, I wish
them and their wives a very merry Christ-
mnas and a happy and prosperous New Year:

I think it could be generally said that
the session has been free from acrimony.
We have to stick closely to the task in
hand but I feel we can leave this evening
and quite sincerely say that there is no
really bad temper amongst us. We can
all, without exception, extend the hand of
friendship and wish all a very merry
Christmas and a happy and prosperous New
Year,

Several Members: Hear, hear!

MR. COURT (Nedlands-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [6.28 p.m.]: I rise to
speak on behalf of my leader (Sir David
Brand) whose absence is understood by the
Premier and yourself, Mr. Speaker, and
other members. He sends his greetings and
asked me Particularly to extend those
greetings on his behalf. I do that at the
start.

I can well imagine the Premier's feeling
of relief when this House received the
lovely message that the Appropriation Bills
and the Loan Bill had gone through the
other place. We had got fairly used to
receiving the message after a period of
12 years, but I can recall that even last
Year we were relieved to hear the music
of the message when it camne hack from
the other place. One would have to be
inhuman if one was not relieved and did
not think "we have our money to carry-
on with the job for another year."

It has been an unusual year, and it has
been a very difficult year in many respects
for the Government, particularly in the.
situation in which it found itself following
the untimely death of the previous Speaker..
It is always a difficult year when a new
Government comes into office and I can
recall that when we became the Govern-
ment the first year was very worrying.

The session has not been without its
humiour and I have had occasion to smle&
mrany times, even as late as 12 o'clock last
night, at the fact that the Ministers can-
niot get used to calling us the Opposition.'
I can even remember the late Speaker'
consistently calling on me as the Minister
for Industrial Development.

If we in this Parliament cannot smile
occasionally we should not be here.I.

I do hope that the Parliament will. in:
the years that lie ahead, address itself:
more to its own situation. I think we do
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have to acknowledge that we must have a
good look at our position vis-a-vis the
'public and the younger generation. I con-
sider the institution we represent is a fine
one. It is our own fault if we do not pre-
s3erve all that is good and make sure the
People Understand why certains things in
Parliament are done in the way they are.
This is the main problem of it all. If
people, and particularly the younger ones,
understand why certain things are done in
certain ways perhaps they will think that
Parliament is not quite as "1granny" as
they thought, Men fought and died for
some of the privileges.

I would like to thank the Premier for
the Government's co-operation during this
session. I hope, in turn, that we have
been responsible in our attitude. on all
important matters we have been willing
to talk and the results, culminating yester-
day in a managers' conference which re-
solved a difficult situation, demonstrate
this co-operation. I thank the Premier,
his deputy, and his other members.

I' have a special thank-you for the
Leader of the Country Party, his deputy,
and members, When in Opposition we
enjoy a different situation from that e-
joyed by the Labor Party when it is in
Opposition, The Labor Party does not
have the experience of being part of a
coalition in Government or of having two
parties in Opposition. The Liberal Party
and the Country Party have had a friendly
and satisfactory relationship and I thank
all members for their co-operation both
on my own behalf and on behalf of Sir
David Brand.

I thank our own members who have
been loyal to Sir David and myself and
I would like to pay a special tribute to
some of the new members in Parliament on
both -sides of the House. We can have
no doubts about the quality of members
who are coming on. Without reservation
I say that they have better powers of ex-
pression than most older members. They
are probably better educated and better
trained. -I see the Chairman of Committees
is nodding assent.

On behalf of my leader and all members
on this side, Mr. Speaker, I convey our
best wishes to you and your family. We
hope you will enjoy a pleasant Christmas
and a happy New Year. We certainly
thank you for what you have done. We
acknowledge the situation you have
accepted and the responsibility. We also
thank your staff, the Clerks, because with-
out them this place would not function.
We go to them and discuss matters 'of a
confidential nature without any worries.

We express appreciation to Mr. Burton
and the whole of the staff, to Hansard,
and to our friends in the Press; of course
what the Press write about us is another
matter but it does not stop us from liking
them as individuals!

The last thing I want to do is to convey
our best wishes to Colonel O'Connor. He
came in 1950 and has always been the per-
fect gentleman. I have often conjured up
the mental picture of him, as Sergeant-
at-Arms, having to fulfil the duties tradi-
tional to the office. He has been fortunate
in that we have not had to ask him to
throw anyone out or deal with them In a
physical manner. He has always been con-
scious of decorum and has added great
dignity to this place. We express our ap-
preciation for whatyo haedn
Colonel, and extend our very best wishes
to you for the future.

I wish everyone a merry Christmas and
I hope the New Year is a good one for us
and for Western Australia.

MRt. MePHARLIN (Mt. Marshall) [0.33
p.m.]: This is an unusual role for me to
fill, because my leader is not in the House.
He anticipated being back this afternoon
but unfortunately has been held up for
some reason or other.

On behalf of my leader and my party I,
too, wish to join in and endorse the expres-
sions of good wishes that have been exten-
ded by the Premier and the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition.

The session has been more than usually
interesting. We had a situation, something
very new, through the untimely death of
the Speaker. I am referring to the pro-
roguing of Parliament which, of course,
was a new experience for many.

As the session goes on we sometimes
become heated with one another and we
say things which perhaps we do not really
mean, but what I think is quite tremendous
is that afterwards we can meet outside of
Parliament and be friends. We do not
carry our feelings outside of the arena
in which we operate. This feeling of
mutual understanding is exemplified in the
festive season of Christmas which we are
approaching,

I should like to join with previous
speakers in extending to you, Mr. Speaker,
and your good wife, all the very best for
the coming festive season. To the Chair-
man of Committees I would like to say
that we have seen a sincere and honest
endeavour on his part in his new role
as Chairman. I think he will prove to be
a very good Chairman as he is fair in his
outlook. I think we all look forward to
seeing Nrm fulfil the position again when
the new session starts next year. I extend
my best wishes to him and commend him
for his sincerity and for the efforts he is
putting into his position,

To other members who hold positions
in Parliament I extend also my sincere
congratulations and best wishes for the
coming festive season, It often amazes
mue how the Hansard staff manage to re-
cord as much as they do, especially when
three or four interjections sound across the
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Chamber at the sanme time. On so many
occasions we see the Interjections recor-
ded, not always all, but the great majority.
Sometimes when reading Mansard we are
aware that the interjections are not Quite
the same as the ones that were made
across the Chamber but this is probably
just as well. I think this is an added
credit to the Hansard staff and to them.
too, on behalf of the Country Party I1
would like to extend the very best for the
Christmas season and the New Year.

The Sergeant- at-Arms Is retiring and, on
behalf of my party. Colonel, I would like
to extend to you Christmas greetings and
best wishes fat' prosperity in your f uture
retirement, I do not know that thc Colonel
has ever had occasion to carry out one of
the functions of his office as Sergeant-at-
Aims. Had he ever, it wvouid have been
rather an occasion and 1, too, would have
liked to witness the operation. However, I
understand he has not had that oppor-
tunity.

I would like to reciprocate the Christmas
greetings and best wishes for happiness and
prosperity in the coining year to the mem-
bers of the Government. I would like to
thank members of my own party for their
co-operation all along the line and for their
efforts in the positions in which we find
ourselves. I would like to reciprocate to
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition an
expression of appreciation for the co-
operation we have received.

The coming session of Parliament could
be a most interesting one but we all look
forward to a break between now and next
year. In this way we will approach the
session next year with renewed vigour and
zest. What we desire is to he a good Gov-
ernment in the interests of the State.

To the staff of Parliament House-to
Mr. Burton and his staff-on behalf of
the Country Party I extend my best wishes
for the Christmas period and the coming
year. Thank you. Mr. Speaker.

THE SPEAKER (Mr. Norton) [6.40
p.m.]: Mr. Premier, the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition, and the Deputy Leader
of the Country Party: I extend to you my
very sincere thanks for the good wishes

for the future and for the festive season
which you have passed on to my wife and
myself. It is a new role for me to be
standing here as Speaker and perhaps hav-
ing the last say in the felicitatlons.

I1 thank members for the co-operation
they have given me since I have been In
this Position. I am trying to do my best
and I trust I will be able to perform my
task to their satisfaction. My sincere
thanks go to my deputies, together with
best wishes for the coming festive season.
To the Clerks and the staff of Parliament
House-particularly the Legislative As-
sembly-my very sincere thanks for the
assistance they have given to me and all
members. I wish my escort, Colonel
O'Connor, the very best for the future.
May he have a long and happy retirement
and good health.

The staff of Hansard have done a won-
derful job, and I think with Hansard we
must also couple the Government Printer.
I have been looking at Mansard today and
I find Hansard No. 3 contains 350 pages for
the week. Mansard No, 11 of the last session
of Parliament contains 200 pages. Yet in
spite of the extra work the staff have done
and the longer hours we have sat, we have
always had our notices and Orders of the
Day on time, and every Tuesday we have
received our copy of Hansard. I think a
special 'thank you" should go not only to
the Hansard reporters but also to the Gov-
ernment Printer, who has done an excel-
lent job.

I do not think there is much more I
can say except to extend to the rest of
Parliament-to our Librarian, our postal
staff who are sitting up there listening, to
the constable, the Press and Mr. and Mrs.
Burton and their staff-best wishes for a
very happy and prosperous New Year.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

MR. J, T. TONKIN (Melville-Premier,
[6.42 p.m.]: I Move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until a date and hour to be fixed by
the Speaker.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 6.43 p.m.


